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THE 


Pleaſures and Felicity 
MARRIAGE, 


Diſplay'd in Ten BOOKS: 


CONTAINING 


I. The Lady's Conſent, meet- 
ing of their Relations to ad- 
juſt the Portion, the Invita- 
tion of Gueſts, the Wed- 


ding, &c. 
II. The viding of the happy 
Pair, their Choice of Houſe- 


hold Furniture, wherein the | 


Bride manifeſts the Great- 
neſs of her Genius, 

III. Their Viſits ; how they 
are careſs'd ev'ry where; 
their Journey into the Coun- 

try, and Adventures there. 

IV. Their Return; her Goflip- 
ing among her Neighbours, 
ta whom ſhe complains ſhe is 
not breeding; and applies to 
a Doctor, with other Matters 
too engaging to be over- 
look'd. 

V. Joyful News! ſhe proves 
with Child ; the Pleaſure of 
Longing, with a Number of 
Incidents entirely new, 


VI. The providing Childbed 
Linnen, choice of a Midwife 
and Nurſe, vaſtly important 
as well to the Mother as 
Child, | 

VII. Her falling in Labour; 
with ſuch Variety of In- 
cidents, as are no leſs true 
than amazin 

VIII. Her Helivery 5 the 
Beauty of the Child; range 
Stories told by the Goflips, 
no leſs uſeful than enter- 
taining, 

XI. The Chriſt'ning; Mirth 
of the good Compauy; with 
Stories ſtill more wonderful, 


aud fit to be treaſur'd in 


Memory, 
X. The Coating of the Child; 
great Difficulties ſurmounted 
hat Occaſion; in which 
Madam ſhews vaſt Ability, 


well worth Recording, 


The whole illuftrated with eleven Cuts, humorouſly defign'd. 


By LEMUEL GULLIVER. 
The Second Edition. 5 
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TO TFE 
AUTHOR 
AD I, dear Sir, a thouſand Hands, 


A thouſand Pens and Inky Stands; 
A thouſand Tongues, profuſe in 


Tropes ? 
A thouſand Wits, as rich as Pope's; 
A thouſand Years to write — what then? 


Thy Praiſe ſhould charm a Million Men. 


Thy poinant Wit, and humourous Vein, 
Make my rais'd Spirits dance again; 
Dame Nature in thy rich Array, 
Smiles like a Bride, and ſhines as Gay, 
In flowing Robes, apt; ſweet, and newer, 
Than Verſe, or Proſe, before, e' er drew her; 
a Strange! 


(u) 


Strange! all, th' inviting Scenes ſhould leave, 
For thee to paint, which charm'd ſince Eve! 


The * Poet ſweet, of Sulmo's Groves, 
Whoſe Lays adorn polluted Loves, 
Of Nuptial Pleaſures, ſcarce could dream ! 
Whilſt Proſtitution was his Theam ! 
His Muſe, like a fair Harlot's Arms, 
Lulls to Deſtruction, whom ſhe charms! 
Ev*n he, her doleful Victim fell! 
In ſad Exile his Woes to tell. 


But ev'ry Muſe, and Grace, combine, 

In this enchanting York of thine ; 
Thou paints Love's Foys, but does not ſeek, 
To raiſe a Bluſb, on Beauty's Check 
Yet Nymphs as cold as Cynthia's Train, 
Shall, Reading, glow in ev'ry Vein, 

And wiſh, now whilſt their Beauty's bringing, 
Their own Epithalamium ſinging; 

For fair, fond, coy, and ſcornful Dames, 
Catch all, and quench alike, Love's Flames; 


— — 1 


Ovid, who was born at Suluo, Author of the Art 
of Love; for che Leudneſs of which, he complains that 
Aapuſtus baniſh d him to Pontus, where he languiſhid till 
his Death. 
a But 


(i) 
But thoſe demure in outward Show, 

Are, at their Hearts, all Fire and Tow ! 
Which kindPd, in their ſoft Boſoms preys, 
Till Love, the Flames he rais'd, allays. 


Thy Audience want no T FHlappers here, 
Attention thirſts in ev'ry Ear, 
And zhere imbibes thy Strain, which flows | 
Harmonicus, as young Lovers Paws ! 


We ſhare with Joy, thy ſumptuous Feaſt, 
But can we too, regale thy Taſte ? 
How Penury does the grateful vex 
Ah! Fly then, to the charming Sex! 
And like a jocund Fairy, ſpring 
Amidſt their ſoft, ſweet, magick Ring | 
They'll ſhow'r on thee, with ſmiling Look, 
Ev'n all the Pleaſures in thy Book; 
Then Revel, Banquet, Bill, and Coo, 
Whilſt Heart can wiſh, —— and after too! 


+ See Gulliver's Travels to Laputa, where the Au- 
thor found Flappers were of great Importance. 
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1 
In fine, my Friend, thy witty Page, 
Soars far above the Critic's Rage. 


May Fate, (where Vit is no Defence, ) 
Preſerve it from the Foes of Senſe, 
From Prudes, Coquets, Fops, Bully-Rocks, 
Louts, Witlings, and meer Human- Blocks; 5 
And it ſhall Charm whilſt Cupid plys, 
His keeneſt Darts from brighteft Eyes; 
And thy fair Fame, immortal prove, 
As Hymen's Rites, or Joys of Love! 


DEDICA- 


DEDICATION, 
To the Fair Sex. 
& . HIS little Perform- 


( C 
Frs J ance implores your Pro- 
2 1 ;4S tection ; ſuffer it not 


oy; A to anguiſh for your 
Favour ; the Infant Wanderer is 
Juſt turn'd looſe in the World, 
abandon'd by its Parent ; ſhew 
your wonted Compaſſion to Inno- 
cence in Diſtreſs, and with your 
lovely Hands raiſe it from your 
Feet, that encourag'd by your 
Smiles, 1t may preſume to claim 
ſome Affinity to your beautiful 
ſelves, who, as you are the Source 
of all human Felicity, gave Being 
to this PR” Supplicant, whole 
* b Linea- 
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Wn FEDTCATTION. 
Lineaments are copied from your 
bright Originals, which are embel- 
liſh'd with ſuch num'rous Charms, 
that it is no wonder the Reſem- 
blance is ſo ſaint; ſor who could 
ever draw the Sun in all its Glory! 
this Painter conſcious of his Ina- 
bility to repreſent you in the Ful- 
neſs of your Splendor, preſumes only 
to delineate a few of your Features, 
and commemorate a {mall Portion 
of that Happineſs you {o bounti- 
fully ſhow'r on your Adorers ; and 
will be fortunate. enough if the 
Picture retains ſome Likeneſs of a 
Proſpect ſo agrecable and delight- 
ful; for alas! what Colours have 
Luſtre enough to ſet Beauty in a 
proper Light? or what EJoquence 
can expreis exceſſive Felicity? the 
Awe of the former, intimidates the 
Artiſt, who lets fall his Pencil m 
Deſpair of ever accompliſhing the 
2285 bold 


DE DIC ATION. VII 
bold Deſign; and the latter, tran- 
ſports the Orator to run on in Ex 
clamations, till he is at length forc'd 
to ſtop with a full Note of Admi- 
ration ! A Wit as piercing as your 
Eyes, and infinite as your Perfec- 
tions, would only give a Speci- 
men of Arrogance in pretending 
to repreſent you more amiable than 
you are; your Lovers themſelves, 
who, become mute in your Pre- 
ſence, are eager. to acknowledge to 
all others their Inability to extol 
you ſufficiently,” and continuall 

feel their Idea's ſurpaſs their Ex- 
preſſions; this, Ladies, has been 
the Misfortune of your Limner . 
your Virtues roſe faſter in his Mind, 
than his Pen could record, and your 
Charms languiſh'd in the Deſcrip- 
tion; and nothing but the Impoſſi- 
bility of doing you juſtice, toge- 
ther with that compaſſionate Diſ- 
poſition ſo natural to your ſoft Sex, 
could 


vt PE DICATION. 

could make him hope for a Pardon, 
wo has ſucceeded no better in 
your Encomium, and yet preſumes 
to rank himſelf amongſt your 


num'rous Admirers. 


L. GULLIV ER. 


INTRODUCTION. 


| Dear Coun, 


i Receiv'd your Letter, in 
which you confult with 
me in ſo delicate a Point, 
as the giving your Hand 
to the beautiful Creature, 
who already poſſeſſes your 
Heart. 'The great Deference you en 
for my Judgment, perplexes me extream- 
ly ; for whilſt you rely on my Skill, 
ſhould J like an ignorant Pilot ſteer a- 
mong Rocks and Quickſands, and ſhip- 
wreck your Veſſel, with what might 
you not accuſe me ? For tho' Marriage, 
like the Ocean, is often calm, ſmooth, 
os - and 


Xx INTRODUCTION. 
and vaſtly delightful, in the Proſpect, 
yet whoever embarks in either, will be 
very fortunate if he eſcapes all the Perils 
ſo many encounter. Your Stile informs 
me how much Love has inflam'd your 
Heart, and how willingly you would follow, 
a Guide, which leads to the Accompliſh- 
ment of your preſent Wiſhes ; but who 
can tel] how the Scene may change on 
the other Side the nuptial Ceremony ! 
This is what occaſions all my Anxiety; 
ſhould I adviſe you to unite your De- 
ſtiny with the dear Charmer, I am ſure 
of your Applanſe for the preſent, the 
overflowing of your Joy would load me 
with the kindeſt Epithets, you would 
admire with what Ardency I intereſt my 
{elf in your Felicity, and indeed in the 
laſt Article you would but do me Juſtice ; 
having your Hapineſs ſo much at Heart, 
occaſions my Diffidence ; to others on 
the ſame Occaſion, I have generally 
giv'n my Opinion agreeable to the Bent 
of their Inclination, without heſitating in 
the leaſt, and thought it a Point of Po- 
liteneſs to obſerve they could not be too 
ſpeedy, ſince all agree Cupid has Wings; 


to 


INTRODUCTION. xi 
to intimate, with what Rapidity the 
Lover ſhould haſten to the Arms of his 
Miſtreſs. But, what ſhall I fay to you 
for whom ] have ſuch infinite Friendſhip 
and Affection, ſhall I repeat the ſame 
Doctrine? doubtleſs it will be moſt ex- 
ceptable : But how if I adviſe the con- 
trary? O hateful Thought; let it be 
buried in Oblivion ; it ſhall never eſcape 
my Lips; for beſides, that I hate to be 
peremptory, I think it the faireſt for you 
to judge for yourſelf ; and for that Purpoſe 
have ſent you a Portraiture of the Plea- 
ſures of Marriage, drawn fo impartially, 
that I can no Way anſwer your Letter 
ſo pertinently, as by recommending them 
to your Peruſal; after which, determine 
how you will, I ſhall not be apprehen- 
ſive of your Reproach. Conſider them 
therefore attentively, nor doubt of your 
experimenting every ane of them in the 
full Extent here repreſented ; nay, you 
may reaſonably expect your Share of ſome 
here omitted: But I will detain you no 
longer, for hark, the Lady is juſt going 
to give her Conſent ; I recommend you 
to give.your Aſſiſtance in celebrating the 
Wedding, 
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Wedding, you will be better qualify'd 
to prepare for your own, I cannot 
attend you, my Blood is not ſpirited 
enough to be there. Adieu, dear Couſin, 
reſerve a ſmall Corner of your Heart, 


LEM. GULLIVER, 


THE 
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ER EE yourkiftl Lover; till now 
has Been fighing, hoping and 
# begging to draw fob Wale 
FS charmittg  tardy Lips, that 

 long-withed for Word of Con- 
ſent: It is at length come 


ſick Mind, is à rich Cordial 
pen a kanguiſhing Patient. Fortunate Lover ! 
ou have now ne and are trjumphing o- 
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forth, and acts upon his love- 
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2 The Pleaſures of Marriage. 


ver all your potent Rivals, who can imagine your 
Joy! Whatever you are employ'd about, your 


Thoughts continually glance upon the near Ap- 


proach of your Happineſs. --- Your beautiful Mi- 
ſtreſs is now willing; Denials are laid aſide; no- 
thing remains but a ſmall Degree 'of Shame and 
Fear, which a little Time will eradicate. 'What 
Mortal can defire a greater Happinefs than you now 
participate ! Your Will and Defires are hers, and 
her Defires augment your Pleaſure. Now ma 
you tumble and regale yourſelf in a Bed of Lillies 
and Roſes; for her diſdainful Looks are exchanged 
or inviting Smiles. Thoſe panting, ſnow-white 
reaſts, which before you hardly could preſume to 
look upon, much leſs to touch with one Finger, 
you may now ſurvey all o'er with eager Eyes, and 
imprint with burning Kiſſes. What ſhall I add! 
The delightful Place, the Haven of all your Joys, 
which heretofore you hardly durſt approach in 
Thought, much leſs expreſs in Words, you have 
now an. uncontrollable Liberty to viſit, embrace 
and enjoy, while you have any Capacity for that 


moſt raviſhing Exerciſe. But, O victorious Lo- 


ver, let not however your exulting Mind rumi- 
nate too much upon theſe dazling Enjoyments; 
be a little temperate in your Pleaſures; becauſe 
there may poſſibly happen in the Courſe of Things 
ſome croſs-gain'd Obſtructions: For I have fre- 


.quently experienced, that thoſe imaginary Joys, 
which you are now indulging, introduce a nume- 


rous Train of Anxieties. Perhaps the very Mouth 


upon which you are beſtowing ſo many rapturous 
EKiſſes, and amorous Epithets, and which now 


flows with the ſweeteſt Language, may hereafter 
oftener open to overwhelm you with Reproach. 


Thoſe heaving Breaſts, which now you fondly call 
the Hills Neftar, and Banquet of the Gods, may 


perhaps hereafter ſink in the Compariſon. Mode- 


rate therefore your extatic Deſcriptions, and amo- 


rous 
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rous Praiſes, till you have been longer accuſtom'd 

| to the delicious Banquet Hymen has prepared for you. 
Nevertheleſs, you have great Reaſon to be jo- 
cund, at leaſt for this Week; for a Meeting is 
appointed to cloſe up the Match ; and it's requiſite 
that you in Perſon ſhould wait upon your Friends, 
to know what Day and Hour their Affairs will 
permit them to attend this important Buſineſs. To 
do this, you muſt, perhaps, traverſe the City 
through; and who knows after all your Pains, 
whether the major Part of em, may not be ab- 
ſent from Home. Thoſe that you are ſo fortunate 
as to meet with, cannot agree about the Time: One 
can attend to Day, another to Morrow, a third 
not *till the Week following: So that by this 
firſt Pleaſure, you have a little Feeling of Trouble; 
which may have its Advantage ; becauſe it gives 
you an Earneſt of, and, if rightly improv'd, may 
help to inure you the better to ſuſtain what's to 

follow. 

But how does your Joy increaſe, when after all 
your Labour and Fatigue, you ſee your Friends 
and Relations happily met together with a De- 
ſign to adjuſt all Matters; to the End that you 
may, throw yourſelf into the Arms of your ex- 
pecting Charmer. But here again alſo, moderate 
a little your Tranſport, for tho* you, thro* the 
Fageriet of your youthful Defires, are prompted 
to take her for better or worſe, yet your ſagacious 
Parents, or Guardians, having now no Reliſh for 
the amorous Combat, are contriving all probable 
Methods to deceive, impoſe upon, and over-reach 
each other, with regard to their reſpective Diſ- 
burſements. 

In the mean Time however, and what an un- 
ſpeakable Felicity is that! You may be #:/fing, 
toying and dallying with your Miſtreſs, in the next 
Room; or contriving and agreeing together what 
2 16 
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4 The Pleaſures of Marriage. 
is to be done, both before and at the Wedding; 
tho* perhaps, thra* the Diſcord of your Friends | 
and Relations, it may not be lang before you are | 
diſturb'd in ycur raviſhing Employment, by the 
diſagreeable Sound of their clamorous Differences, 
as the Fortune of one is diſproportionate to that 
of the ther: Or elſe, that by ſome ſubtle Matri- 
monial Contract, they endeavour to make the 
Goods of each diſinheritable by the other, In 
ſhort, as Parents and Friends know very well from 
Experience, that Matrimony, of all others, is the 
greateſt and moſt deluſory Contract: So their 

_ own Diſagreements are Motives powerful enough 
to induce them, to diſſuade the young Couple 
from the Match. 

But tho? on each Side they uſe the moſt plauſible 
Arguments, they are to no purpoſe ; for our Lo- 
vers are both by this Time in an amorous Blaze 
and therefore, let what will happen, the Fire muſt 
be quench'd. Beſides this, Madam reaſons with 
herſelf thus: The Familiarities which J have grant- 
ed to my LoveR, tho' they are not abſolutely 
criminal in themſelves, yet if his Diſappointment 
ſhould provoke him to a Diſcovery, my Reputa- 
tion is ruin'd and I'm undone, The young Lo- 
VER is ſo enamoured at the inflexible Conſtancy 
of his adorable Angel, that he is reſolved, tho' 
he ſhould be reduced to the utmoſt Neceflity, ne- 
ver to abandon her. Let the Contract therefore, 
ſays he, fir'd with Love, be what it will, tho? 
Infamy and Deſtruction are inſerted, I am re- 
ſolv'd to fign it. Their tender mercenary Pa- 
rents, diſcerning the Reſolution of their Darlings, 
at length come to an Agreement. The Attorney 
very circumſtantially draws up the Marriage Con- 
tract, which both Parties ſign, and the Knot is im- 
mediately tied, Oh Heavens ! this is a Burthen from 
my Heart, and a Milſtone taken off from my 9 

Here's 
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Here's now Matter for ſuperlative Mirth and Re · 
joicing indeed; all the Friends wiſh the young 
Couple much Joy ; ---- About goes a Health, to 
the good Succeſs of the Marriage; every one 
wiſhing them a Profuſion of every ſublunary En- 
joyment. As Drinking is generally an Introduc- 
tion to Talking, ſo one of the Company begins to 
entertain the reſt, with a Relation of what hap- 
pened to himſelf, in his Courtſhip, at his Wed- 
ing, and in his Marriage-ſtate, and concludes 
with remarking that at firſt he thought of nothing 
but wantonning in the Arms of his Spouſe; but 
he ſoon found, from the Multiplicity of Croſſes, 
Vexations and Diſappointments which Matrimony 
introduced, that he had Time little enough upon 
his Hands to prevent his Reputation from finking, 
and his Subſtance from being totally exhauſted. 

But however, Mr. Bridegroom, you may now 
regale your Fancy to the utmoſt, and rejoice in- 
ordinately ; for the Ceremony is over. You are 
ſecure of your Bride, the Chain which links you 
together, is ſo durable, nothing but Death can 
fet you free. 

And you Mrs. Bride, whoſe Countenance betrays 
ſuch inward Satis faction, be merry; for tis you, tis 
only you who occaſions all this Muſick, Mirth and 
Dancing: You have now a Huſband, and a Pro- 
tector too, whoſe welcome Embraces will fill your 
Soul with the higheſt Degree of Extaſy and Rage 
tures. Nay, more, he'll be your Phyſician, to cure 
your pale Face, to remove the Pains from the 
Reins of your Back, and from your Heart, and all 
other Diſtempers whatſoever ; he'll dry up your 
Tears with Kiſſes, and by his Endeavours to pleaſe, 
he'll anticipate every Wiſh. | 
Therefore, Mrs. Bride, make yourſelf merry ; 
and fince your Deſire is accompliſh'd in being 
married before any of your Bride-maids, it is un- 


* 


reaſonable 
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reaſonable that you ſhould be interrupted with 
any Thing that don't relate to your own Hap- 
pineſs. 'Here is Work enough indeed of that Kind. 
Your Apparel is as yet unmade, and your Lin- 
nens, Laces, and numberleſs other Things are 
yet to be bought. Well, who can ſee an End to 
it! Here's one Piece too light, another too dark, 
a'third has no Gloſs, a fourth is too cheap : Here's 
three or four Days gone, and very little Progreſs 
made. h 
The worſt is, that while you are ſo induſtriouſſy 
contriving for Diſpatch, you are every Moment 
interrupted by one and another, who are conti- 
nually bringing in either Ornaments or Neceſſa- 
ries to credit the approaching Solemnity. 
Well, Mrs. Bride, your Head muſt certainly be 
extreamly diſorder'd with attending to ſo many 
fatiguing Affairs at once; you'll be glad, no 
doubt on't, when the Confuſion is well over: But 
comfort yourſelf with this, that for theſe few trou- 
bleſome D you'll be rewarded with many de- 
licious Nights. But it is not your Caſe alone, 
for the Bridegroom has had his Share of the Trou- 
ble, in providing the beſt Canary, Madeira, and 
Champain, that thoſe Friends who come to 
wiſh the Bride and Bridegroom Joy, may be pre- 
ſented with a delicate Glaſs of Wine; but chiefly, 
that” thoſe who are employ'd in ernamenting the 
Bride, may taſte the Bride's Tears. 
Zut really, Friends, if you come to taſte the 
Bride's Tears now, you are much too ſoon; in 
a Month or two, you may be certain of meeting 
with Plenty of unfeigned ones. RET 
But, O Mr. Bridegroom, what ſhall we ſay to 
you ? You, certainly are entitled to our Pity, on 
account of that Variety of Fatigue you undergo. 
There, you have juſt now miſs'd the Jeweller ; per- 
haps he's ſhewing ſome of his moſt coltly Curioſities 


to 


The Pleaſures of Marriage. 7 
to the Bride; the more exceſſive the Price, the 
fonder will ſne be of em; but tis you that muſt 
have the Pleaſure of paying for em: However, 
tis Time enough to conſider of that when the 
Wedding is over; for as yet you have not done 
with the Draper, Mercer, Taylor and Sempſtreſs. 

But let the Thoughts of the Pleafures that are 
haſtening, ſupport you under all. You'll e' er long 
be honoured with the beſt Place in the Chancel, 
and before you will be ſpread a rich Tapeſtry, 
your Ears alſo will be delighted with the harmoni- 
ous Sound of the Bride's Aſſent, confirmed by theſe 
Words, 7 will! Unſpeakable Pleaſures. In the 
mean Time it is neceſſary that you conſult 
with your Friends on both Sides, who ſhall be in- 
vited, and who not; and in this you muſt be careful 
to prevent Broils and Diſturbances, which very fre- 
quently happen. 'The next thing is, to conſider 
of the Grandeur or Frugality of the [/edding-Er- 
tertainment. But this you muſt leave to the Ma- 
nagement of a Steward; who, that he may oblige 
the ſeveral Tradeſmen concern'd, and at the ſame 
Time procure ſome Advantage to himſelf, will 
order in a Profuſion of the molt delicate and cbſtly 
Materials, perſuading you to believe that your 
Credit therein is greatly concern'd. And this muſt 
convey to you moſt exquiſite Delight, eſpecially 
as the Bride ſignifies her intire Approbation 
thereof. | 771 
But who can imagine that any Uneaſineſs ſhould 
ariſe about placing the Friends of the Bride and 
Bridegroom at Table. The ordering of this creates 


ſuch Diſputes, that our young Couple begin to 
repent, that they made any Wedding at all: 


Inſomuch, that ſighing to each other, they ſay, 
alas, what a thick Shell this Marriage-Nut has! 
O, when ſhall we come to taſte its delicious 
Kernel | 6-7 


I 


8 The Pleaſures of Marriage. 
In the Interim, let the Bridegroom, attended 
with his Bride, go to taſte the edding - Il ine, and 
diſpel thoſe Cares, that obſcure his Reliſh of ap- 
proaching Joys, and at the ſame Time ſee that it 
has a delicate Flavour and Reliſh; fit to entertain 
ſuch a Number of curious Palates: | 
Now Bride, and Bride-maids, look to it, for 
you may expect the Bridegroom, and Bride-men, 
to be ſuperabundantly jolly, and much more 
wanton than witty ; the Wine-Merchant, a true 
Son of Bacchus, declaring that tio one ſhall efcape 
him, till he has drank as many Glaſſes as there 
are Hoops upon a Wine-Hogſhead. | | 
Adieu to Care, and every gloomy Thought ! 
The Wedding's now at Hand: Let Mirth in all 
its pleaſing Forms be indulged to the utmoſt. A- 
way with all your dull, phlegmatic Satyriſts, who 
prate inceſſantly, that the Marriage-State brings 
nothing elſe but Trouble. See here to the con- 
trary ; for the Mind and Intention of every one is 
united, to paſs away theſe Days in the moſt ex- 
— Pleaſures and Delights. Away then with 
Sorrow, for ſhe's no Wedding-gueſt ; but let eve- 
ry Thought be employ'd to aſſiſt our young Lo- 
vers, that they may with the greater Reliſh en- 
joy this the firſt Pleafure of the Matrimonials 
Heaven. ; 
But hark ! there's poor Molly the Maid, almoſt 
diſtracted with Expectation ; ſhe thinks every 
Minute an Hour till the //edding-Ntght is over, 
that ſhe may wait upon and congratulate the happy 
Pair, to the End that ſhe may experience their 
Liberality for her careful Attendance and inceſſant 
Fatigue ---- No-Body deſerves it better, thinks ſhe, 
for I have employ'd both Day and Night to ſerve 
dem, their Secrets I have kept, and their Love- 
| Letters convey'd with the greateſt Care and Diſ- 
1 patch. Poor Girl, ſhe has as yet liv'd upon the 
| at | | Bridegroom's 
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Ye Pleaſures of Marriage. 9 
Bridegroom's Promiſes; but he'll be generous. 

Well, the charming Bride is now put to Bed; 
and you may divert yourfelf among the reſt of the 
Wedding-gueſts: Who can tell but that ſome 
brave Gentleman's Coachman, Footman, or Po- 
ſtilion, may fall in Love with you; for one Med- 
ding often begets another. Udſbuds, Molly / You'll 
then experience as well as your Miſtreſs, the un- 
ſpeakable Raptures of the firft Matrimonial Enter- 
N and be as well qualified to expect the 


„ WC GE 

Madam goes to buy Houſhold-Furniture , the 

Ingratitude of ſome of the Wedding-Gueſts, 

and Thankfutneſs of others; with other no 
leſs entertaining Particulars, 


HAT tho? the Sun has been riſen long ago, yet 
our wedded Pair are {till aBed ; Well, young 
Couple, you muſt needs be highly delighted, now 
the Wedding is over, and all Noiſe and Confuſion 
at an End. You may now regale yourſelves till 
the Day is far ſpent; and to raiſe your youthful 
Deſires to the higheſt Pitch; you may, and I doubt 
not but you will, inſtruct one another in the 
School of Venus, and gratify your - youthful De- 
ſires and Appetites to the utmoſt. J/hat Pleaſures 
are theſe ! | | | SY 

After which, you may rejoice in the ſweet Re- 
membrance of your ſumptuous Apparel and Orna- 
ments, firft invented by Madam Squanderall, 


and. in the Delicacy and Elegancy of your Wed- 
; C ding 


10 The Pleaſures of Marriage. 
ding-Feaſt. Now may you pleaſe your Fan- 
cies, with Ideas of the Maſquerading, Dancing, 
Singing, and every other Gambol that Vouth, in- 
vigorated by Bacchus, either perform'd out of 
Mirth, or Wantonneſs. 441.0 8 

O, how merry were all the Gueſts! how de- 


| liciouſly were the Diſhes. dreſſed and garniſh'd ! 


what Credit to the Cook and Steward ! The Wine 
excellent! in a Word, every Thing Noble and 


Grand. Well, they all eat plentifully and drank libe- 


rally; and is not the Demembrance of theſe Things, 
the higheſt Degree of Delight and Satisfaction ? 

And you, O- Mrs. Bride, you are now not only 
Wife, — Miſtreſs. Lou are now beyond the 
Power and Authority of your domineering, ſnarl- 
ing, mercenary Guardians, thoſe Emiſſaries of 
Satan, ---- You are now ſubject to no other Law, 
but that of your own Will; and may without Re- 
ſerve, Shame, or Scandal, receive the fond Em- 
braces of your vigorous Beloved. And you, O 
Huſband, of the firſt Edition, how do you revel 
and ſolace in all the Delights and Extaſies of new- 
invented Wantonneſs ! How willingly does your 
liberal Venus, of her own Accord, open and diſplay 
each ſecret Charm before your raviſhed Eyes; 


Charms and Delights that none but thoſe that feel 


can comprehend | Well, make good Uſe of your 
Time; ſet no Bounds at preſent to your Deſires, 
but claſp, embrace, and careſs, thoſe ſnowy tender 
Limbs while: nething interrupts ; becauſe the 
Fime may be drawing near, when the Curtains of 
your Bed being opened, you ny diſcern ſuch long 
Accounts from the Feweller, Goldſmith, Mercer, 
Draper, Vintner, and others, as may find you a very 
different Employment. 129 
But then, on the other Hand, you will be de- 
lighted to hear your Spouſe every Moment talk of 


. gping with her Siſter and Aunt, to order in. ſuch, 


Furniture 


Me Pleaſures of Marriage, 11 
Furniture as may reflect Dignity and Grandeur up- 
on the Owner. What Pleaſure will you receiye, 
and how will you applaud the happy Choice you 


have made, when your Darling gives you a Speci- 


men of the Delicacy of her Taſte in Down-Beds, 
Rich-Gounterpains, coſtly . Venetian Look- 
ing-Glaſſes, enamel d China, Velvet Chairs, Turkey 


Carpets, Capital Paintings, Side-board of wrought 


Plate, curious in-laid Cabinets, rich Child-bed Linen, 
Flanders Lace, and many other valuable Parti- 
culars. Certainly, the Joy of your Heart will far 
exceed the Chinking of your Purſe, when your 
Houſe, by the indefatigable Pains of your Spouſe, 
is thus grandly adorn'd. ; 

And ſhould you, O happieſt: of Men ! not dif- 


cern the abſolute Neceſſity of all the above Parti- 


culars, and be from thence inclin'd to indulge. a 
gloomy Thought, or aſſume a doubtful Brow, you 
will be ſoon releas'd from both; for your prudent 
Spouſe, to your great Satisfaction, will inform you, 
that they, and many others, are no more than 
what's needſul, both for  Ufe and Credit, unleſs 
you deſign to baniſh all reputable Company from 
your Houſe; and your Joy is certainly at the high- 
eſt, when ſhe kindly infinuates, that *tis your Pro- 
vince to procure Mongy, and hers to ſee it expend- 
ed to Advantage. 

Who can deſcribe your Pleaſure, when you hear 


| der Charmer, ever and anon expatiating upon the 


ortion ſhe has brought to you! And as it con- 
ſiſts of Immoveables, as Houſes, Lands, c. 
what Joy does it diffuſe, when ſhe fondly prompts 
you to take a Journey thither twice a Year with 
her to receive your Rents. 

Here your Tenants and others, falute you with 
the Title of Squire; and, according to their Cuſtoms 
and Capacities, endeavour to exceed each other in 
Acts of Reſpect and Kindneſs; nor will they be 
0% C 2 back ward 


12 The' Pleaſures of Marriage. 
backward in amuſing you with all Manner o. 
rural Exerciſes and Diverſions. | 5 
But here you'll meet with ſome Alloy to your 
- Pleaſures; your Tenants are full of Complaints 
about the Badneſs and Scarcity of the preceding 
Years ; the ill Effects of the War, and the like; 
ſo that you muſt needs be content with Promiſes 
inſtead of Payments; for where it is not to be had, 
the King muſt loſe his Right. | 
However, you may comfort yourſelf with this, | 
that, thro* this your advantageous Match, you are 
ſole Proprietor of fo many Acres, fo many Or- 
chards, and ſo many Houſes ; and altho' you have 
not as yet reap'd any Advantage, but have rather | 
| been out of Pocket; that muſt by no Means lefſen | 
| your Mirth and Joy; for would you trouble your- | 
ſelf about ſuch trivial Matters as theſe, you need 
| have no other Employment. If your Wife's Portion 
| had been paid down in ready Money, you would 
have been extremely perplex d, where to have diſ- 
| pos'd of it to Advantage, without Danger; but 
& - you know that Houſes and Land are always ſecure, 
| and when the War is happily at an End, will ſuf- 
ficiently reward your Patience and Forbearance. 
\ You muſt therefore drive all gloomy Thoughts 
from your Breaſt, with calling to Mind, the ex- 
traordinary Commendations which your Friends 
beſtow'd upon your late magnificent Entertain- 
ment; and alſo that two or three Days hence, a 
Viſit is intended to be pay'd you by ſome of em, 
in Order to return you Thanks in Form, for the 
Honour you have done *em ; and this they will do 
in ſuch; a polite and affectionate Manner, that it 
will be impoſſible for you to avoid inviting them to 
ſip, and ſpend the Evening with you; which will 
not only be a great Addition to your Mirth and 
Happineſs, but will be a Means of eſtabliſhing a 
laſting Frlendſhip between ou. = 
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"Tis true, you may poſſibly hear that ſome at 
the Wedding were diſpleas'd, not being, as they 
imagin'd, entertain'd according to their Rank and 
Deſerts. Perhaps your Uncle and his new-married 
Niece, were not ſeated and waited upon to their 
Minds. If Timothy too aſſiduouſſy ' waited upon 
ſome, while he neglected Miſs Lac Hit and her 
Mamma, or if Squire Squeeze-up put Miſs Betty's 
Hoop out of Shape, or Dolly Slammikin could not 
reach any Sweet-meats for herſelf and Companion 
Miſs Tawdry, this muſt not diminiſh your Joy 
*tis impoſſible to ſatisfy all: Tis enough for you 
that the Expence was equivalent to its Grandeur. 

Tis a thouſand Pities that they ever were invit- 
ed, ſince all your Endeavours to pleaſe have proved 
abortive. Comfort yourſelf however, and a great 
Comfort it is, that whenever it happens again, 
you will not purchaſe Ingratitude at ſuch an extra- 
vagant Price. Tis now too late to adviſe ; but 
it would have been much better to have invited ſuch 
Gueſts as thoſe, at two or three ſeveral Times before 
hand, to partake of a chearful Glaſs and away ; 
and then you would have had but a ſmall Company 
at the edging, which are much eaſier to govern 
and pleaſe. 

Tho' this for the preſent may give ſome Uneaſi- 
neſs, yet Pleaſure and Joy again return, and will 
conſtantly attend you while your Table is ſpread 
and your Cellar open, for that will baniſh every 
Appearance of Diſcontent among your Friends and 


Relations, and will wonderfully delight alſo the 


Wife of your Boſom : And not only ſo, but it 
will exempt you from being reproached by her, 
with entertaining her Friends and Acquaintance in 
a covetous niggardly Manner ; this will encourage 
Returns on their Side, and will be the happy Means 
of a moſt comfortable and friendly Correſpondence : 
So that in the Seaſon you will be gratefully preſent- 
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end with Grapes,” Nuts, Apricots, and Peaches, 
which being cold, muſt be warm'd with a Glaſs or 
two of 8 Wine; at other Times Veniſon, 
Hares, Partridges, or Colcheſter-Oyſters, but nei- 


ther will theſe be agreeable without the Attendance 


of Bacchus, Oh Quinteſſence of all Mirth and De- 
light ! what Expence can be too great to purchaſe 
the good Will of ſuch generous Friends, and kind 
Relations 5 KOH] 
If therefore, you by chance ſhould meet with one 
of your Spouſe's liberal Relations, let it be your 
Care to preſs him to accompany you Home, and 
their regale him with a Glaſs of exhilerating Wine. 
How pleaſing will it be to her, to ſee her Friends 
treated with ſuch extraordinary Reſpect ; eſpecially 
as by your Means he is introd uced into the Com- 
pany of Variety of pretty Ladies, your Spouſe's 
Companions. And if he be ſingle, tis highly pro- 
bable, that you may be the happy Inſtrument of 
another Wedding. If this ſhould be the Caſe, 
what Pleaſure will you be the Author of to your 
Darling; for nothing pleaſes the Female Sex more, 
than to ſee the Work of Generation go on. By 
this you will make an Addition to your Wife's 
Aſſociates and Favourites, who may be very uſe- 
ful to drive Fancies from her Brain, and extract 
Money from your Pocket. | | 

If your Spouſe's Judgment ſhould fail her in 
the Choice of Houſhold Furniture ; doubt not but 
the will meet with variety of ſkilful Inſtructors, 
who will be always at hand to deſcribe to her 
every Alteration in the Faſhions, and point out to 
her, where ſhe may lay out your Money to the 
beſt Advantage. 'Theſe Ladies are extremely ſkil- 
ful in the Art of furniſhing/a Houſe, ſo that you 
never need to diſpute with your Spouſe, about the 
Hanging of a Picture: They'll preſently inſinuate, 
that tis much more genteel and elegant to have. 
1/3 that 
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that Place ador'd with China. Can any tender 
Huſband deny it? Then the Furniture of this, 
that, and the other Room, is of a very low Taſte, 
or intirely out of Faſhion; Madam falls in with 
their Judgment, has them all taken down, to make 
Room for ſuch as will better ſuit with her For- 
tune and Dignity. Thus, like privy Counſellors 
about a minor Prince, do they kindly exert 
their Talents for the Inſtruction and Pleaſure of 
your Spouſe. Happy Man, what canft thou wiſh 
for more | | 

Doſt thou regret the Money! Piſh, that's a 
Trifle; give it liberally ; Madam knows how to 
hy it out. But if Caſh runs ſhort, be ſilent about 
it, leſt it happen to create Uneaſineſs in the ten- 
der Breaſt of your Beloved, and thereby endan- 
ger her Health. ---- Poor Creature, *tis Trouble 
and Fatigue enough for her, and oftentimes 
breaks in upon her neceſſary Repoſe, to conſider 
of, and contrive the. moſt expeditious Methods of 
introducing Plenty and Variety. 

And now, O tender Huſband, you are conducted 

to the firſt Step of the inſtructive School of Pa- 
tience; it is therefore highly unbecoming to give 
the leaſt Hint of Thriftineſs or Frugality: Or that 
Trading decays, and Money is hard to come at; 
that Notes, Bonds, and Bills muſt be diſcharg'd; 
No, by no Means. Smother your Concern and 
counterfeit Serenity; unleſs you are diſpos'd to 
draw down upon your Head the heavy Reſentment 
of a juſtly provoked W ife. 

Rather let Socrates be your Inſtructor, to teach 
you Silence, and patiently to ſubmit yourſelf to 
the Guidance and Direction of your Wife; ſo 
ſhall you poſſeſs the Quinteſſence of this ſuperla-- 
tive Pleaſure, and with joyful Steps enter upon, 


the following. its 
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4 BOOK. III. | 

o young Couple walk abroad; are courte- 
ouſly treated by all their Acquaintance , with 
their Journey into the Country for Pleaſure ; 


and other 7 Pings 4 er Importance ts 
| =P. n 


A0. it is ae, that e bs l hnclows P Field of 
Mirth and Pteaſure for the young married 
o to range in, ſo it is equally certain, that 
the Way thither is as fertile of unknown Joys and 
ts. Seeing it was impoſſible to invite every 
one to the edding, therefore our ſweet VENus 
muſt be conducted Abroad with all the Splendor and 
Pomp of coſtly Dreſs and Equipage, to be ſhewn 
to our Bridegroom's Friends and Acquaintance : 
Nay, the whole Town muſt be Witneſs to the 
Beauty of her Perſon, and the Harmony of their 
Behaviour, To this Purpoſe ſhe exalts her Voice 
thro* every Street to be heard, and eagerly ſtares 
into every Houſe to obſerve her Admirers. | 
What ſuperlative Joy is here! they can hardly 


go half the Length of a Street, 'but they are ſaluted 


ſome or other of their Friends, with ten Thou- 
ſand Wiſhes for their Health, Happineſs and Pro- 
ſperity; with ſuch a Profuſion of Praiſes upon the 
Bride, as create an unſpeakable Pleaſure in the 
Mind of her Spouſe. Others invite them to walk 


in, where after the uſual Wiſhes and Salutations, 


the Bowl goes round, attended with frequent Re- 
petitions of Health, long Life and Happineſs. 

Well, thinks the young unmarried Lady, what 

3 a ſur- 
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The Pleaſures of Marriage. 17 
a ſurprizing Difference there is between a married 
Woman and a Maid! Every one reſpects, treats, 
and honours her. ---- She's every Day viſiting and 
taking her Pleaſures; and is embraced and careſs'd 
with all the Tokens of the moſt ardent and inviola- 
ble Friendſhip. Her Wonder ceaſes at the eager 

Deſires Women have to Matrimony ; nor is ſhe 
at a Loſs to account for their ruſhing a ſecond and 
a third Time into the Eftate, even before their 
former Huſbands are cold in the Grave. Oh, ſays 
ſhe, what a Fulneſs of Joy and Felicity there is in 
a married Life! 

But this, great as it is, is only an Introduction 
to more Delight: Freſh Invitations are crouding in 
from every Quarter to Entertainments; many of 
which being as coſtly and grand as that of their 
Wedding, our Couple are not a little delighted, 
that they are always preferr'd to the Head of 
the Table. If Madam is out of Order next Morn- 
ing, her tender Spouſe knowing her Conſtitution, 
propoſes a Journey into the Air, or a Voyage upon 
the Thames : If the Latter is approved of, there's 
immediately a Pleaſure-Barge ready, with brawny 
Slaves to execute her Will. Thrice happy State! 
Oh, that the grand Luminary would now ſtand 
{till to view the happy Pair, and thereby add ſome 
few Hours more to the declining Day ! Well, he's 
certainly blind who can't ſee the abundant Pleaſures 
of Matrimony. | 
- Invitations” from Friends being at a Stand, and 
the young Couple having had ſome few. Days 
Reſpite, Madam propoſes taking a Country-Jour- 
ney. together; firſt to Places adjacent, afterwards 
to ſome more remote : And having heard great 
Commendations of Oxford and Cambridge, the in- 
tends them a Viſit; and afterwards, my Dear, 
ſays ſhe, we will go to York, Gloceſter and Briſtol, 


for I have been credibly inform'd, that the Coun- 
EE D tries 


18 The Pleaſures of Marriage. 
tries there about are exceeding pleaſant, and all 
Accommodations extraordinary cheap. Nor would 
I for all the World, adds ſhe, miſs Hereford/bire ; 
pray therefore, my Dear, indulge me with an 
Opportunity of taſting ſome unadulterated Cyder and 
Perry, which is no where elſe to be had ; and as to 
Kent, tho* I muſt make one Journey thither, yet 
that I'll defer till after our Return to Landon. Ah, 
my Dear, fays ſhe, pray let us ſet out next Week 


at 

Certain it is, that the good Man hears theſe his 
Spouſe's Propoſals with great Reluctancy, having 
no Inclination to be fo long abfent from Buſineſs, 
for what with Courting, Wedding, Feaſting, and 
taking Pleaſure, he finds his Subſtance already con · 
ſiderably diminiſh'd; but alas, all his Attempts to 
diſſuade her are fruitleſs, for, you may as well 


Controul the Wind, and calm the Ocean's Foam, 
As make a tattling Gofſih ſtay at Home; | 
Some {en to Buß, ome to Pleaſure fall, 
But Wamen at their Hearts, are ud all. 


She dreams of her intended Journey by Night, 
and inceſſantly talks on it by Day; this is her 
Language: If we don't take our Pleaſure now we 
ate young, when ſhall we ? You know, my Dear, 
that a Year hence, I may have a Child, and then 
1 muſt bid adieu to all Diverſion, I then ſhall be 
ty'd by the Leg; and truly, I don't ſee why 
we ſhould not take our Pleaſure as well as Mrs. 
Gad-out and her Huſband, or Mrs. Hate-hame and 
her Huſband, I am ſure we can as well afford it; 
they were abroad two Months together this Sum- 
mer; you know my Dear, that my Mother, or 
my Couſin Save-all, will look to the Houſe in our 
Abſence ; therefore, let us away; for the firſt Year: 
you know will never return. 

Well, what ſhall the good Man do? if he oo 

2 | ults 
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ſults his Peace, his Wife muſt have her Will. 
He loves her too well to oppoſe her Defires with 
Violence ; his Father taught him this Sentence for 
a Marriage Leſſon, Beware of making the firſt Diss 

rence. He is not willing therefore, to give his 
Spouſe harſh Language, leſt that ſhould occaſion 
it, afid be an Interruption to the Pleaſures of the 

Matrimonial State. | 

The good Man no ſooner complies, but Madam 
immediately orders a new laced Riding - Habit, 
Hat, Wig, and ſeveral other Neceſſaries, as ſhe 
calls em, for the Journey. Their beſt Apparel is 
pack d up and fent before by the Carrier, that they 
thay appear before their Friends in the Country 
with Credit and Reputation. 

Well, away they go, every one wiſhing them 
Health, Proſperity, and a ſafe Return. But ſee ! 
they are hardly ten Miles from London, before our 
Traveller is ſo Hl with the bounding of her Horſe, 
that every — about her ſeems to be in a circular 
Motion, which affects fo ftrongly her tender 
Stomach, that ſhe's Juſt ready to diſgorge all its 
Contents. Down jumps her Spouſe, to pive her 
ſome Aſſiſtance; but what can he do, no Houſe 
being near? At laſt the poor Lady falls into a 
Swoon : Oh Heavens ! who ſuffers moſt ? Madam's 
inſenſible, and he poor Creature, frantick with 
Surprize ; he ſighs and laments exceffively, calls 
upon her, ſhe hears him not, which throws him 
into inexpreſſible Torments and Agonies. Well, at 
laſt his Angel begins to ſhew ſome Indications of 
Life, and ſoon after recovers Strength enough to 
walk'a few Yards to and again, to his unſpeakable 
Joy. After a while they remount, and ride ſoftly 
on for fear of a Relapſe ; the good Man thinking 
every. Step a Mile *till he arrives at ſome Inn, 
where his dearly beloved may perfect her Re- 


covery. x 
8. D 2 Truly 
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Truly, I muſt confeſs, that if this is one of the 
Pleaſures of Matrimony, tis but a very ſorry one: 
But ſtay a little, yonders the Steeple, we ſhall be 
there preſently; the Trouble and Vexation you 
have met with, will ſoon be ſufficiently recom- 
penced by the beautiful Situation of the Place, and 
the kind Reception you meet with. The young 
Lady's Stomach being cleans'd by her Diſorder, 
will with the Help of the open Air, ſtrongly ſolicite 
her to recruit; the good Man the mean while is 
contriving to pay the firſt Viſit, where he thinks his 
poor wearied Spouſe will receive the warmeſt 
Careſſes and beſt Entertainment; this, he hopes, 
will effectually baniſh from her Mind all Ideas of 
the Sickneſs and Fatigue of her Journey. They 
walk abroad, ſee the Rarities, viſit his Friends and 
Relations, every one wiſhing them Joy, emulat- 
ing each other in Acts of Kindneſs and Hoſpitality, 
which I aſſure is you no ſmall Pleaſure ; but every 
Thing muſt have an End: Madam now begins to 
talk of viſiting - ſome other City; but ſhe'll travel 
no further on Horſeback, left the ſame Calamity 
- ſhould»befall her again. : | 
Well, our indulgent Huſband provides her a Coach, 
and the great Trunk is faſtned behind; and that they 
may go off with the greater State and Grandeur, 
the Coach is order'd to their Friends Door. Well, 
in they get amidſt a thouſand Wiſhes, that Con- 
tent, Pleaure and Delight, may attend upon them 
thro” the whole of their Journey. Then drive on 
Coachman is the Word, and away fly the poor 
- + Jades thro' the Street, ſtriking Fire out of the life- 
leſs Stones, as tho* the God Pluto was upon his 
Flight with his beloved Proſerpine, | 5 
But, O thoughtleſs Couple, confider what a yaſt 


Expence will attend this needleſs Ramble |. And 
-tho' the young Enamorata, is convinced that a few 
ſuch Journeys as theſe will make him a Bankrupt ; 


yet 
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et he prudently prefers Peace, Quietneſs, and the 
Plealure of his Spouſe to all other Conſiderations. 
Nay, as theſe are the fir/t Fruits and Pleaſures of Mar- 
riage, Madam thinks they are greatly obſtructed - 
by every Thought of Home, and therefore endea- 
vours to divert the Mind of her Spouſe, from at- 
tending to any Thing beyond the preſent Enjoy- 
ments. In the mean Time, the Servants at Home 
are following the Example of the young Couple 
Abroad. For, as they are under no Reſtraint, _ 
they keep open Houſe to all their Companions and 
Aſſociates; and at every Viſit that they receive, 
down goes the Spit, and on goes the Pot ; and if 
Beer, Wine, Brandy, or any Thing elſe in the 
Houſe. are wanting; the moſt ſecure Locks are 
made to give Way to their pretty Devices and 
Stratagems: This I could illuſtrate by number- 
leſs Examples, but they would be uſeleſs, eſpe- 
cially to thoſe who for any Length of Time, 
have committed their Affairs to Servants : Thus 
every Hand is ſome Way or other, employed to 
render this loving Couple ſuperlatively Happy. 
Theſe are alſo ſome of the Delights of Marriage; 
and tho' the Helps that the Servants of our young 
Couple afford, to bring on the End, to which they 
both with ſpeedy Steps are haſtening, may ſeem 
trifling and but of ſmall Importance ; yet they are 
8 leſs ſure and certain, as many have felt to their 
oſt. 1 | 
What Matter of Surprize is it therefore, if your 
Houſe-Rent has been great, your pleaſuring fre- 
quent, your Servants unneceſſary, waſteful and ex- 
penſive, and all this to pleaſe and recreate the Darl- 
ing of your Heart; what Wonder is it, I ſay, if 
at the Year's End, the Decreaſe of your Subſtance 
ſounds loudly in your Ears, Oh miſerable Pleaſure ! 
But, the greateſt Calamity in this Delight, appears 
immediately upon your Return Home. Obſerve your 
Spouſe, 
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Spouſe, alas ! She's 6 32 fatigued with 
travelling from Place to Place, that her very Bones 
are almoſt diſlocated ; her Back, poor Creature, is 
in ſuch violent Pain, that ſhe is not able to walk 
a-crofs her Chamber; tis impoſſible for her to riſe 
before Noon, nor even then, unleſs there is ready 
provided for her ſome coſtly Delicacy, to pleaſe her 
diforder'd Appetite. --—- In the mean Time your 
Servants are ſimpering, giggling, and rejoicing 3 
deſiring nothing more than that Madam may al- 
ways continue as ſhe is, that they may have the 
more Liberty to indulge themſelves and Confe- 
derates, at the Family-Expence. The Eyes '6f 
Argus are not numerous, or quick enough to de- 
tect em; for ſhould you ſuſpect their ConduR, 
they have Excuſes at all Times ready to delude you. 
But theſe Things are more frequent and predo- 
minant, when a cunning Slut of a Maid has got 
the Length of her Miſtreſſes Foot. In ſach Cafes, 
you muſt have two Maids, when one is ſufficient, 
and often a Chairwoman; the one to do ye 
Maids Work, the other to go of her Errands, thi 
Buſineſs may the fooner be difpatch'd, and that ſhe 
may be ready the fooner to go a gadding with her 
Miſtreſs, -—- BOLTED 
And as Peggy is fo well acquainted with her Mi- 
ſtreſſes Humour, and Method of Managing the 
Family; ſhe poor Creature is releafed from a 
World of Trouble and Fatigue, and may therefote 
with the greateſt Security indulge herfelf in Reſt, 
Drefling, or Reading of Plays at her Pleaſure. If 
the Huſband, upon his Return from the Exchange, 
ſhould feem any Ways uneaſy at the Diforder that 
appears in every Apartment; Peggy immediately com- 
plains, that her poor Miſtreſs has been afflicted with 
ſuch unſufferable Pains in her Head, Belly and Back, 
that all their Time has been employ'd in endeavour- 
ing to procure her fome Relief; and that is the 
| Reaſon 
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Reaſon Sir, ſays the Huſſy, that Things are in this 
Confuiion and Diſorder ; this at once ſtops the 
good Man's Mouth. 

If at any Time he inſinuates that the Chairwoman 
puts them to an unneceſlary Expence. She anſwers 
thus: Prithee, My Dear, give yourſelf no Trouble 
about theſe Things; I am ſurpriz'd at ou; they 
are entirely out of your Province; pray leave them to 
me; I warrant you I am able to manage the Affairs 
of," Family without your Directions; ſurely tis a 

aman's Buſineſs, and not a Man's, to intermeddle 
with the Affairs FA the Maids ; beſides, my Dear, 
the Expence of a Chairwoman or Semſtreſs three or 
four Days in a Week, is not worth Notice. 

This female ate As if he values his Peace, 
muſt give him entire Satisfaction; and being made 
in the Preſence of Peggy, who communicates it to 


the reſt, they are thereby encouraged to call him 


in their Miſtreſſes hearing, a Cott, Tom peep in 
the Pot, Goodman Buſy-body, and the like. 

At Dinner, Peggy takes Occaſion to aſk Madam 
if ſhe won't go by and by, and pay Mrs. Moody a 
Viſit, or chat a little with Madam Eleanor? * Twill 
divert you Madam, ſays ſhe, as you ſeem to be not 
very well; ſhe'll be vaſtly delighted to hear the 
Story of the North-Country Gentleman, you having 
ſuch a charming, lively Manner of telling it ; and L 
am certain, ſhe wants greatly to ſee you. Dinner 
is no ſooner over, but a Coach is call'd, and away 
go Madam, and her Maid Peggy. | 

It certainly affords no ſmall Pleaſure to the Huf- 
band, to obſerve the Harmony and Agreement ſub- 
ſiſting in his Family, a ſtrong Proof of the com- 
plying Temper of his Spouſe. But the Advantage 
he reaps by it is great, for Peggy by her cunning 
Infinuations and Inſtructions, has ſufficiently con- 
vinced her Miſtreſs, that the Pleaſures of the Town 
are vaſtly ſuperior to thoſe of the Country ; fo that 
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what Joy does the good Man experience? 
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the good Man is under no Apprehenſions of the 


Expence of a ſecond Country Jour 


ney. 25-55 
| Behold, O Lovers, what a Multiplicity of. 
Roſes, Lillies, and delicious Fruits fpring up in the 
very Entrance of the ſpacious Garden of Marriage! 


Ponder well then, what the Middle of that fertile 
Plat may produce 4 N | 


BOOK IV. 


The buxom Dame goſſips with her Neighbours, 


complains ſhe is not with Child, conſults the 
Doctor, is order d Phyfick, with other 
Matters too engaging to be gverlook'd, | 


joy'd the Pleaſures that flow from being ſeaſt- 
ed and careſs'd ; from travelling about, and view- 
ing Curioſities ; from ſhewing themſelves to each 
others Relations; but eſpecially, O rauiſbing De- 
light! in diſcerning how grandly and ſumptuouſly 
they can be entertain'd for ' their Money ; they 
come at laſt, ſurprizing Alteration !. to diſcover the 


O UR young Couple, having abundantly en- 


Emptineſs and Vanity of all; and have therefore 


longing Deſires to be at Home again to purſue their 
reſpective Employments. Verily, this is the happy 
Period, that the Huſband has been long expecting: 
Now he begins to hope that his Affairs will be 
thoroughly regulated, and that his loving Spouſe 
alſo, will, like a good Houſewife, attend to the 


Management of the Houſhold . Concerns with 


double Diligence; which, when it is the Caſe, 


But 
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But O, kind Huſband, ſet ſome Bounds, ſome 
reaſonable Limits to your new experienc'd Happi- 
neſs; ----- don't imagine that you are now in the 
high Road to all Fulneſs of Joy ; wait but a few 

Days; and Experience will undeceive you. 
J For the Wife has not been long at Home, before 
ſhe begins to be terribly uneaſy ; not knowing how 
to accommodate herſelf to this unexperienced Way 
of Life ; nor can ſhe comfort herſelf to converſe 
with this new Maid; tis exceeding irkſome to be 
thewing her this, commanding her that; and far 
worſe to be at the Pains of examining into Affairs, 
which ſhe never before in her Life gave herſelt any 
Trouble about ; then the Strangeneſs of her new 
Habitation, and the Remembrance of her Father's 
Houſe, are ready to diſtract her; infomuch that 
our fond Hufband has Work enough upon his 
Hands to chaſe theſe imaginary Difficulties from 
her Brain, and with Kiffes to dry up thoſe Tears, 
which are inceſſantly flowing. The poor Man 
has ſcarcely pacify'd her, and brought her to 
Temper, but another Cloud approaches, and 
eclipſes all his Joys. | 
Madam, by this Time, has got ſome Acquaint- 
ance in the Ne gere, which ſhe ſo carefully 
cultivates, that in a ſhort Time, her Viſits are fo fre- 
quent, that ſhe is much more Abroad than at Home. 
Here ſhe becomes acquainted with Mrs. J/anton, 
who introduces her to Mrs. Breed-well, who is 
very buſy" in getting up her Child-bed Linen, her 
Reckoning being near expir'd. Then ſhe is alſo 
very intimate with modeſt Mrs. Long-for't, whoſe 
want of a great Belly fills her Mouth with Com- 
plaints; and her Eyes with Tears; nor is ſhe a + 
Stranger to Mrs. Hung-at-it, who is always bragg- 
ing that ſhe dates her Reckoning from the very firſt 
Embrace. Lord, ſays ſhe to herſelf, I have been 
now a Wife full three Months, and am {till an utter 
: E Stranger 
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Stranger to the Pleaſures theſe Women enjoy; 
what can poſſibly be the Reaſon of it? 

This extreamly afflicts our young Gentlewoman, 
and ſets her Invention to work to diſcover the 
genuine Cauſe : And woe be to the good Man, if 
he has been deficient. To the End therefore 
that ſne may ſatisfy her Curioſity, ſhe in a full Aſ- 
ſembly of her female Aſſociates, mighty modeſtly. 
relates every Circumſtance of what paſs'd between 
her and her Huſband ; not only the firſt Time they 
bedded, but ever ſince, i in order that ſhe may draw 
from them the like Confeſſion; this anſwers: her 
End, for they one after another. begin to expatiate 
upon the Furniture and Performances of their 
Huſbands; in which Relations, the. diſconſolate 
Lady eaſily diſcovers ſeveral Particulars, which 
far exceed what ſhe herſelf ever experienced, which 
ſhocks her extreamly. 

However they not only pity her, but the <7, ad- 
viſe her frequently to provide for the good Man, 
Eggs, Oyſters, Cockscombs, Sweet-breads, Lambs- 
Stones, Eryngo Root, &c. at the ſame Time he 
muſt be perſuaded to reſtrain from Tobacco, Coffee, 
and every Thing elſe that aries the Body, or caols 
the Kidneys ; nor muſt he omit going to the Coffze- 
Houſe every Morning, to drink plentifully of 
Chocolate. They conclude with adviſing Madam, 
to be continually dall ing with him, to expoſe be- 
fore him her — om, and by every wanton, 
Poſture endeavour to Gf icite him to embrace her, 
not only more frequently, but with the greater 
Vigour. © 

Who can doubt, but ſhe will ſoon put this into. 
Execution ? O happy Man, who art Ty Day 
regaled with the moſt luxurious and delicious 
Dainties ! and haſt the Liberty of attending the 
Coffee-Houſe every Morning, without thoſe. Pieter 
Reflections, with, which many are Joaded by their. 

Wives. 
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Wives. And not only ſo, but your Wife beau- 
tiful as an Angel, is continually embracing and 
kiſſing 1 with unſpeakable Eagerneſs and 
Rapture! * 20 £51704 

But alas! if after all this, Madam finds not the 
defired Alteration, her Countenance falls, her 
whole Behaviour is rude and abrupt, and ſhe ſoon 
begins, by expatiating upon her own Youth, Wil- 
lingneſs, Health, and promiſing Appearance, to 
call in Queſtion the Virility of her Huſband. Aſto- 
niſhed with this unexpected Accuſation, the poor 
deſpiſed Huſband endeavours his own Vindication, 
Sc. calling in to his Aſſiſtance, Ariſtotle, Culpeper, 
Salmon, and others: But all to no Purpoſe, ſhe 

ſtill complains, and muſt have a Child ſoon, or ſhe 
ſhall run diſtracted. From this Time, the Houſe 
is more a Burthen to her than ever; being always 
Abroad, and continually kiſſing, hugging and 
embracing her Neighbours Children to ſuch a De- 
gree, that many of em are more fond of her than 
of their own Mothers. 5 | 

This gadding Abroad, does undoubtedly a little 
trouble her Spouſe ; but then, he conſiders that 
by this Means ſhe will be acquainted with nurſing, 
and the Management of young Children without 
any Charge; but he is the better reconcil'd to her 

_ Abſence, in that he is freed from her Groans, 
Sighs and Complaints; for beſides theſe, when 
ſhe's at Home, his Ears are ſaluted with nothing 
but a Deſcription of the Beauty and pretty Actions 
of ſome Neighbour's Child ; and generally ſums up 
the whole, with declaring that ſhe'd part with all 
ſhe is worth in the World, could ſhe but be Mo- 
ther of ſuch a one. | 
The good Man, almoſt diſtracted at his Wife's 
Affliction, and finding all his Attempts to pacify 
her, only encreaſes the Diforder ; he is determin'd 
at laſt to conſult a Phyſician for himſelf, and to 
| 8 E 2 recommend 
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recommend Madam to the Aſſiſtance of ſome old 
Doctreſſes and Midwives. He therefore applies 
him to a French Doctor, eminently renown'd for 
removing the Cauſes of 1 in Women, 
and Impotency in Men. And why ſhould he 
doubt of Succeſs, when Monſieur by ee 
the generative Faculties, has been the happy In- 
ſtrument of giving Exiſtence to ſome Scores of 
ſmiling Infants, who, without his Aſſiſtance, had 
never. had a Being ? The good Woman alſo con- 
ſults with her Female Phyſicians, that if the Fault 
is on her Side, it may be happily removed. WI 

To this End, there are as many Phials and Gal 
pots ſent in, as would ſtock an Apothecary's 
Shop: And her Ladyſhip is made the Receptacle 
of a thouſand Medicaments, the better to diſpoſe her 
for Conception. 

The good Man, that he may have nothing to 
accuſe himſelf of, is very exact in taking inwardly, 
every three Hours, a certain Number of Chymical 
Drops, upon which the Prench Doctor beltowed 
the higheſt Encomiums. 

Well, if all this will not anſwer Madam s End, 
what ſhall the poor Man have Recourſe to next ? 
If coſtly Apparel will content her, he Il buy them 
for her: And altho' her Pride and Ambition many 
Times, are not conſiſtent with the Conſtitution, of 
his Pocket, yet he will not oppoſe her,, koping 
that while ſhe is exerciſing her Thoughts about 
Finery and Grandeur, | ſhe will, at leaſt for ſome 
Time, lay aſide ber Regicoaches and Lamenta- 
tions for the Want of a Child; and if in this In- 
terim his earneſt Wiſhes and vigorous Endeavours, 
ſhould be crown'd with Fertility, what Mortal 

could add to his F elicity, or conceive his Joy | Wo 
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VV the. Happineſs of our loving Couple, are 
- difpelF'd, an | 


Reward of your Labour. If you are {tilt deſirous 


or. grumble ; or, does ſhe fretfully and peeviſhly 
inſult the Servants, or yourſelf ;. paſs it by as the 


Pregnancy. But rejoice,” and be exceeding glad 


* 


_ 
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if this happen only in the Day ; becauſe you may 
then frequently avoid it. But genẽrally the good 
Woman is worſt in the Night; therefore be ſure 
to have always at Hand the beſt Citron, Clove, 
Cinnamon and Plague-I/ ters, that you may expreſs 
your Love, by being prepar'd to aſſiſt her. If 
your deareſt ſhould diſturb you in the Night, which 
is often the Caſe, with Complaints of Pains in the 
Back, Head, Dizzineſs and Lowneſs of Spirits, 
tho' it be never ſo cold, you muſt riſe with all 
Speed, to call all the Servants about to her Aſſiſt- 
ance... And this is a new, Pleaſure, and it muſt be. 
acknowledged a great one. Ee: co” AY 
But tho the foregoing be a very great Pleaſure 
to every tender Huſband, yet the following one is 
infinitely greater. FB 33 
At every Entertainment that the young Couple 
are invited to, the big- belly d Woman, before any 
Perſon preſumes to touch a Bit, muſt, with a thou- 
fand genteel Compliments be prevail'd upon to help 
her ſelf of what ſhe beſt likes; and tho? ſhe excuſes 
herſelf, and declares that ſhe has no Fancy to any 
Thing in particular, yet it only ſerves. to make 
the Company more urgent: And if ſhe by chance 
caſts her Eye upon the Plate of one of the Gueſts, 
tis immediately-preſum'd that ſhe Longs ; and who 
would be fo. brutiſh, as not to oblige her to accept 
it? By this Means the poor Lady is oftentimes o- 
bliged to riſe from Table, and being over-charged, 
is almoſt ready to faint. Here all Hands are-em- 
ploy'd: One looſens her Stays, another chafes her 
Temples, a third applies Sal Volatile, or Hariſborn 
to her Noſtrils, and all the Company are crouding 
themſelves, cloſe together, that Madam may have 
Air; theſe, with the Help of a Glaſs of Brandy, 
reſtores: her fleeting Spirits. And tho* ſhe finds 
that this Practice has generally the ſame Effect 
upon ber, yet ſhe frequently repeats it, to the 
9 6 | great 
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great Joy and Conſolation of her Huſband. 85 
Madam having ſufficiently indulged herfelf this 
Way; ſhe now takes it into her Head, that fitting 
too much will hinder the Growth of the Child. 
The good Man willing to have the Credit of a 
jolly Boy,. gives in to his Spouſe's Opinion ; upon 
which ſhe goes every Day a Pratling and Goſſip- 
ing from one Place to another, leaving her Huſband 
without a Wife, and the Family without a Mi- 
ſtreſs. | : 8 
As every Thing grows tireſome by Degrees, ſo 
Madam begins to deſire a Change: She pretends 
that ſhe's too heavy to walk without Affiſtance, 
and therefore her Spouſe muſt accompany her, that 
ſhe may lean upon his Arm. How tenderly he 
complies with the Motion ! She longs for Fruit, 
but it muſt be of her own gathering. Well, out 
they ſet, but in a little Time ſhe becomes ſo ex- 
ceſſively weary, that if her Life was to lye at 
Stake, ſhe can't ſet one Foot farther. Well, 
what's to be done now ? ſhe muſt not venture on 
Horſeback for the World, that might occaſion a 
Miſcarriage ;. and a Coach, if it might be ſafe, is 
perhaps not to be had. If you are. near the Ri- 
ver, why the Water may be rough; and that 
would ſurprize her indeed : But if it is intirel 
calm, perhaps there's never a Waterman: If 
you find a Waterman, who knows but he may 
be in Liquor, and who would then entruſt him 
with ſuch a valuable Cargoe? Well, if theſe are 
not exquiſite Pleaſures, what are ? 
However, if after all any happy Expedient may 
be found, to convey your lovely Charge ſafe Home, 
it will be no ſmall Joy. Well, make yourſelf as 
eaſy as you can, to the End that other Troubles 
may have the leſs Effect upon you. 
The good Woman growing pretty big, aſſerts 
her Priyilege, which is to be ſupply'd with all ſhe 
a> 5 | r 
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aſks, or Tongs for. And what Man that loves a 
Woman, and has any Tenderneſs for the Fruit of 
ber Womb, can be cruel enough to oppoſe her? 
What, tho? her Longings are frequent and expen- 
five, is not every Huſband ſufficiently rewarded, 
by. that ſecret inexpreflible Pleaſure which always 
x oor him, while, he is generouſly ſupplying her 
Wants. Miſerable is that Huſband, whoſoever 
he be, whofe Soul is not ſuſceptible of theſe 
tender Impreſſions ; tis very certain that thefe 
Lorigings vary with the Seaſons, as in the Sum- 
mer for Oranges, Aſparagus, Strawberries and 
ne, Cherries, Plumbs, Brotkis Apricots, &c. 
Now let Madam long fox any, or all of theſe, 
tho” they ſhould be ever ſo difficult to come at, 
or expenſive to purchafe, ſhe muſt have her Fill, 
for who would hazard the Loſs, or Disfigurement 
of a Child, and the firft Child too, got alſo with 
fo much Charge and Difficulty, for ſuch Trifles. 
When the later Fruits are in Seaſon, Madam 
gs. over-again the, ſame Tune poor Creature, 
* bow. can ſhe help it ? If this Hour ſhe longs for 
Catherine Pears, the next Hour ſhe is es ually 
deſirous of Golden-Pippins ; then the has a Mind 
to Filberds, and an Hour after to. Vallnuts or 
Grapes. Do what you will, there's no Help for 
it, her longing muſt be ſatisfied. Thus is the 
poor young Creature harraſs'd from one Thing to 
another. Es es 
There is no Seaſon of the Year that exempts our 
breeding Women from theſe Difficulties ---- In 
Winter they long for Pomgranates, Chefnuts and 
ine; then Coleheſter-Oyſters; anon for Green 
Geeſe, or Young Chickens ; with a thouſand other 
' Delicacies, that preſent themſelves to their diſ- 
order'd Imaginations ---- „ | 
The poor Woman, whoſe Longing is the Con- 
ſequence of her Pregnancy, is O indulgent Sþou b 
The 
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the Object of thy tender Compaſſion and Regard ; 
but how often does ſhe hanker after the ſame, nay, 
frequently more expenſive Fhings, that the may 
indulge her luxurious Appetite, when her Preten- 
fions to Pregnancy are either precarious, or whim- 
fical, ---- This liquoriſh Palate of her's, frequently 
drives the good Man out of Bed in the middle of 
the Night; and tho? it rains, blows, or ſnows ever 
ſo exceſſively, he goes - thro” all, with the greateſt 
Fagerneſs and Pleaſure imaginable, And when, 
the good Woman finds to her Sorrow, that ſhe is not 
with Child, ſhe immediately, to keep up her 
Credit with her Huſband, pretends to be taken very 
ill, and in a Day or two after miſcarries, charging 
all upon her Spouſe's not furniſhing her with ſome- 
thing that ſhe long'd for. | 
However, if Madam is really with Child, what with 
her eating exceſſively of raw Fruits, Multiplicity of 
Sweetmeats, ſwallowing - down Quarts of Cyder, 
and Wine of various Qualities ; ſhe begins at laſt, 
to be violently afflicted with the Cholick, and other 
very grievous and lamentable Pains. "This introduces 
a Train of unexperienced Pleaſures : The Doctor is 
immediately ſent for, who orders Cordials and 
other exhilarating Draughts to be taken, which, 
however, ſhe is ſoon weary of. And as his Pre- 
ſcriptions are not ſo agreeable to her, as fomething 
that may give Pleaſure to her Palate ; ſhe declares, 
that ſhe is certain that the Doctor has miſtaken her 
Caſe, her Modeſty preventing her from telling him 
the whole of her Complaints. The Midwife 
therefore, my Dear, muſt be ſent for; ſhe's better 
acquainted than he, with Women's Affairs. AA 
ther Midnight immediately appears, and having 
very minutely enter'd into the Nature of Madam's 
Diſorders, adviſes her to be of good Cheer, aſſuring 
her that Lowneſs of Spirits is the only Cauſe and 
Origin of all. Let us but remove that, Child,” fays 
Sande þ ihe, 
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the, and all your other Complaints will vaniſh of 
courſe. Provide yourſelf therefore with the beſt 
I hite-wine, ſimmer it with Spices, Orange-Peel, 
and Lump-Sugar, over the Fire, and as often as 
you find yourſelf in Pain, fickiſh, or faint, drink 
plentifully : And as to more ſolid Medicines, the 
moſt effectual in your Caſe, are to be met with at 
the a he or Paſtry-cooks ; but be ſure, a- 
bove all Things, indulge yourſelf every two or 
three Hours with a Glaſs of the beſt Sack ; this 
ſtrengthens and . e the Child in the Womb, 
and will greatly facilitate its Paſſage out of it. 

Who doubts, but that Madam prefers the Ad- 
vice of her Midwife to that of the Doctor, her Di- 
rections being ſuch that may be comply'd with, by 
the moſt delicate and tender Conſtitution ; but as 
to phyſical Remedies, it is obſervable, ſhe has often 
heard Doctor Drink-all ſay, that Medicines taken 
with N thy or Antipathy, are never of Ad- 
vantage to the Patient. 

Thus, O approaching Father, you are aſcended 
one Step higher towards the Pinnacle of true Glory 
and folid Happineſs. Your heroick Decds, in the 
Field of Love, immortalize your Fame, and the 
fond Embraces, and tender Glances of your now 
contented Spouſe, ſerve to augment your Joy 
Her Language is now expreſſive of the moſt ardent 
Love, and indicates her great Approbation of, and 
Delight in your maſculine Embraces. ---- 

Hide not then from others, the Pleaſures and 
Felicities thou art happily advanced to ; rejoyce 
alſo, that the greateſt and moſt ſubſtantial are yet in 
Reſerve : Pleaſures which will not only lighten your 
Heart, but your Purſe alſo, much more effectually 
than thoſe you have already experienc'd. 

Comfort yourſelf alſo with this, that thro” the time- 
ly Aſſiſtance of the Doctor, the Midwife, and your 
on Endeavours, you may at length be the happy 
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Parent of a numerous and beautiful Iſſue; not only 
to- the aggrandizing of your Name and Ability 
Abroad, . but to the Honour of your F * and 
Delight of your Spouſe at Home. he 
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Childbed Linen is to be provided ; the Care of 
the Infant; Choice of a Midwife and 
Nurſe; . vaſtly important as well to the Huſ- 
band as his Spouſe and Child. 


Dre Sight ! Our good n 8 Petticodts 
and Aprons are ſhortning a great Pace ; which, 
with an engaging Fall in the Back, diſplays to the 
raviſh'd Beholder a Pair of Legs, not ſwell d in the 
leaſt, but attended with all the Advantage of 
Symetry and-juſt Proportion : Now, the Virility and 
Vigour of the Huſband, and the Healthfulneſs and 
Docility of the Wife, are expreſs'd in evident and 
undeniable Characteriſtic ks. | 
Now, Ohhappieſt of Mortals, yo you u are under no ter- 
rifying Apprehenſions of a fatal iſcarriage to damp 
rd Tons or ſubject you to the Deriſion of youx 
ſcoffing Neighbours, who are apt to imagine a 
Miſcarriage to be nothing elſe but a Matrimmal- 
Cloak for Barrenneſs or 1 Your Man- 
hood has alſo delivered you from the unjuſt Suſ- 
picions, and heart- breaking Reflections that you 
have heretofore labour'd under, from your miſtaken 
Wife; which you was obliged then to ſubmit to, 
and hide, till Madam's Pregnanc y ſhould declare 


your Praiſe, 


Theſe Dangers are now all over, and you, 0 
F 2 Source 
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Source of Joys unknown, will ſoon be ſaluted with 
the welcome Name, Pappa pleaſing and accept- 
able as Bridegroom was before, 
In the mean Time your Spirits are greatly elated, 
with hearing the exact Account your Darling keeps 
of eyery Week and Day. How heavily the Time 
rowls on, he cries; yet it muſt be very amuſing to 
conſider, that the nearer ſhe approaches to the Time 
of her Delivery, the more frequent and loving are her 

Kiſſes and Embraces. ---- Now you begin to per- 
ceive that a fruitful Womb cements Affection, and 
kindles freſh Deſires. 

Well, our good Woman now begins to employ 
her whole Care and Attention towards preparing 
her Baby- Things; and, tho' there are in the Fa- 
mily and Houſe, many other Affairs that ſeem 
to demand ber Attention; yet, poor Crea- 
ture, her Spirits are ſo fatigued with the former, 
that ſhe can't beſtow a ſingle Thought upon the 
latter. Indeed *tis no Wonder ; for ſhe has beſides 
this, her Viſitors to entertain with copious Diſcourſes 
of her Condition, through. the whole Courſe of 
her Pregnancy, which ſhe relates very circumſtan- 
tially ; and as this, together with the Expiration of 
her Reckoning, are Subjects of a very extenſive 
Nature; ſo nothing is more common than for Ma- 
dam herein to ſpend three or four Hours at a Time, 
to the great Ediſication of a very attentive Auditory. 
How happy would it be, were our Clergy ſo ſeri- 
ouſly attended ! This is a very great Conſolation to 
the Maids ; the Subject before between Madam 
and her Neighbours, being chiefly about the Wages, 
Houſewifry, Drefs, Vices, &c. but ſeldom about the 
Virtucs of thoſe female Domeſticks ---- 


* 


Ho entertaining it muſt be to the Huſband, to 
obſerve the Care of his Deareſt, in contriving and 
calculating with Mrs. Stitch-guich the Milliner, 
about the ncceſſary Quantity of Linen for Baby- 
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Things. How diligent ſhe is in taking the exact 
Dimenſions of every different Piece of Childbed- 
Furniture, to the End that ſhe may not run her 
Huſband to unneceſſary Charges. 

Well, away ſhe goes to buy two or three Pieces 
of Holland and Cambrick, not forgetting a propor- 
tionate Quantity of Laces and Edgings ; the Con- 
tents, or Expence of which, what Huſband would 
obliterate his Joy and Felicity to enquire into ? 

Certainly our Huſband is unſpeakably happy, in 
having a Wife ſo indefatigable, in procuring every 
Thing in Time that ſhe may ſtand in need off. See 
how ſolicitous ſhe is, that nothing may be omitted, 
and how uneaſy is ſhe, now the Materials are 
bought, to provide the moſt expert and expeditious 
Perſons to make them up. 4 

But as this requires Time to be effected, ſo be- 
fore 'tis accompliſh'd, you'll find your ever careful 
Spouſe equally embaraſſed about the Choice of a 
Midwife and Nurſe, becauſe upon this, depend 
very much the Life both of the dear Infant and its 
Mother. Let it not, therefore, in the leaſt di- 
ſturb you, but rather be pleaſing and acceptable, 
if ſhe be continually teazing you, and craving your 
Opinion and Advice in the Choice of this, that, 'or 
the other Perſon : for hereby, you will have an 
Occaſion to obſerve her great Care ---- And this 
will be farther illuſtrated, that among the great 
Variety of Midwives recommended to her, ſhe is 
very cautious in chuſing; for one is too young and 
unexperienc'd, another is fo eld and fumbling, a third 
is very clumſey Fiſted, the fourth is always Drinking 
and Smoaking, and the fifth will deafen you with 
her Noiſe --- In ſhort, there are ſo many Defects in 
each, that the poor Woman ſtands greatly in need 
of Counſellors. q | 
The like Trouble has ſhe in the Choice of a 
Nurſe, for, after having ſpent a Menth in enquir- 


ing 
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ing among her Neighbours, ſhe can hear of none 
without Faults ; and ſome of em very great ones; 
for one is very naſty and [luttiſh, another is idle and 
ſauntering, another too dainty, a fourth is pert and 
fancy ; one eats too much, another drinks too much ; 
one is 790 free with the Maids, or too great with 
the Men. There is one or two indeed, that ſhe 
could fancy very well ; but then, they have not a 
2 Knack in toſſing up a little Delicacy, in a 
Manner ſuitable to the Weakneſs of dam's 
Appetite; which is a Matter of very great Im- 
tance. | 3 a 
Behold ! then, how the poor Creature is ſur- 
rounded with Difficulties. And, notwithſtanding 
fhe is ſo heavy and cumberſome, that tis with the 
utmoſt Difficulty that ſhe moves from Chair to 
Chair ; yet her Care to manage her Concerns with 
Reputation to her Spouſe, are in no Degree leſſen- 
ed; what an induftrious Wife you —4 | 
Well, the has at laſt, tho* with immenſe Diffi- 
„provided herfelf with a Midwife and Nurſe ; 
yet ſtill ſhe finds no End to her Care. She now 
recollects ſome Neceſſaries that were omitted in the 
Hurry of her former Affairs; as, a Cradle for the 
Child; a Sreen to environ the Chimney ; then 
again, the muft have new Hangings, and Window- 
Curtains, a Down-Bed for her Eaſe; a Silver 
Candle-Cup, Candlefticks, and a curious Mantle, 
for the Chriſtening — fo that the good Man need 
not fear the Circulation of his Money. How 
happy will your good Wife be, when once theſe 
troubleſome Affairs are over, that ſhe may 
have Time to give Orders, for the clearing the 
Houſe from Top to Bottom; for what a Scandal 
will it be ſhould ſhe be taken in Labour, and the 
Houſe in ſuch Confuſion and Diſorder, at ſuch a 
Time as that, the Goſſips being very buſy in ma- 
king ill- natur'd Obſervagyons., * 


Theſe 
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Theſe Things do ſo 2 diſturb her, that 
they engroſs all her Thoughts by Day, and fre- 
quently break in upon her Repoſe at Night; ſo 
that ſhe is often obliged to lye in Bed till Noon, in 
order to ſupply that Deficiency; and if ſhe happens 
at any Time to be employing her Thoughts too 
intenſely, about her approaching Labour-Pains, 
poor Creature, how it ſhocks her; ſhe ſeems to 
be turning inſide out, and has not Spirits ſufficient 
to declare to thoſe about her, the Nature and 
Cauſe of her Diſorder. ---- If ſhe is thus ſeiz'd in 
the Night, her Huſband, diſtracted with Grief and 
Concern, jumps out of Bed, tho* in the Depth of 
Winter ; rouzes all his Servants in order to pro- 
cure ſome Cinnamon, Annis-ſeed, or Plague- Mater, 
to recover his Deareſt from ſuch ſudden and 
threatning Symptoms ; and if by a timely Admini- 
ſtration of ſome of theſe, her Complaints are either 
remov'd or mitigated, what rapturous Pleaſures are 
the Conſequence | | 

Happy, thrice happy Man, whoſe Happineſs is 
thus viſhly augmented, with the Increaſe of his 
Experience. ---- 

Well, Madam has not a Moment to reckon ; 
and the Time is now at Hand, when the higheſt 
Encomiums will be beſtow'd upon you, for the in- 
finite Care you haye taken of, and affectionate Re- 
gard you expreſſed to the Wife of your Boſom, 
thro' the whole Courſe of her Pregnancy: Now 
will your Labours meet with a ſuperabundant Re- 
ward, your Relations will e'er long come and con- 
gratulate you alſo, upon the Augmentation of 
your Happineſs, and upon the Dignity of Father, 
to which you are happily arciv'd ; and will requeſt 
it as the greateſt Honour you can do them, that 
you ſuffer them to be Sponſors in Behalf of the 
charming Infant; and as an Acknowledgement of 
ſo great a Favour conferr'd upon them above others, 

| their 
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their Liberality to their 6 0d. Child will know no 


Bounds. —— 
Who then, in his Senfes, but would glad! ly ſuffer 
the Ill· oonveniencies of a teeming Wife, and chear- 
fully ſuſtain all the Expences attending, to be ſo 
greatly honoured, -eſteem'd and reſpected by all his 
Friends and Relation 
© Tis high Time therefore, for you, (as you 
have ſufficiently ſtock'd your: Cellar with Wine, 
and other Liquors)" to go and ſelect dut ſome of 
the moſt deliciovs, to the End that your Spouſe's 
Viſitants may be entertain'd in a Manner that may 
| expreſs the unbounded Joy of your Heart, at the 
- Dignity and Happineſs you are advanc'd to. ---- 
Solace yourfelf therefore for the preſent, with 
his” Expectation ' of the ä that are to 
N — — 


B O O k vll 
The ood moman . falls in Baboger'y ; with 


Vvuariqus olber entertaining rem an. 


|" on young Couple, and conſider, what 
Time is clapſed; and what a Sea of Pleaſures 
you have already waded thro', which demonſtrates 
to you the ſuperlative Happineſs of a married. Life. 
Tou are now entering upon, as yet, an unknown 
Scene of Delight ; Pleaſures that know no Bounds ;' 
to which all your former may be conſider de as an 
Introduction. ----- 

View O, Huſband, the Countenance ay Be- 
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haviour of your Spouſe, and ſee with Joy all the 
Indications of approaching Labour : What wry and 
four Faces ſhe makes, what Groanings and Squallings 
ſerenade your raviſh'd Ears ! Well, who can help 
it | if her Time's come, let us wiſh her a happy 
Minute, But ſure ſhe's miſtaken, for a Fortnight 
ſince, ſhe ſaid ſhe had two Months to go, perhaps the 
Cat has eat her Reckoning, Well, *tis the firſt 
Time, poor young Creature, ſhe'll know better 
with the next Child; and as long as the Work of 
Generation goes forward, the Huſband muſt of 
Neceſſity be highly delighted 

Our Couple are hardly warm in their Bed, be- 
fore Madam makes hideons Qut-cries, and bitter 
Lamentations, for fear ſhe ſhould want neceſſary 
Aﬀiſtants. *Tis owing to you, ſays ſhe, unkind 


as you are, that I parted with Jenny and Dolly the 


Sempſtreſs: How handy and uſeful would they have 
been about me in this my Extremity. Oh!] for 
Heaven's Sake, my Dear, ſays ſhe, ariſe and call 
in ſome Help, or I ſhall be loſt. Up ſtarts our 
aſtoniſhed Huſband, deaf with her Cries, and with 
ſome of his Cloaths on, and the reft in his Hands, 


runs down ſome of the Stairs and tumbles down 


the reſt, his Wife all the while roaring out, make 
haſte, make haſte, make haſte ! O the Midwife, 
the Midwife in a Minute ! Our tender Huſband, 
having ſent up the Maid, flies like an Arrow out 
of a Bow, drown'd in Sweat, to the other End of 
the Town, the Dwelling of Mother Midnight. 
But who can deſcribe the Anxiety and Perturbation 


of his Soul, as he ran along, leſt any unhappy Acci- 


dent ſhould prevent her coming. One while he's 
in fear leſt ſhe ſhould be ſick ; then he's juſt diſ- 
tracted to think that poſſibly ſhe may be call'd out 
to ſome other Woman, who alſo may live at a 


8 Diſtance; then ſhe may be in the Country- 


r, if none of theſe may be the Caſe, it may be 
G impoſſible 
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impoſſible for him to procure a Coach, and that 
will be as bad, becauſe the Gentlewomomar is 
unable to walk : And theſe gloomy and terrify- 
ing Apprehenſions are greatly augmented, by the 

ood Woman's declaring that ſhe has ſet her 
Mind fo much upon this Midtie, that if ſhe is 
not fo be had, ſhe ſhall never be deliver'd. If 


another ſhould come into the Room, immediately 


her Pains will go off, and who can anſwer for 
the Life of either the Infant or Mother? 
But, O indulgent Spouſe, moderate theſe your 
frightful and terrifying Apprehenſions, tis poſſible 
that they may be all groundleſs, and only the Ef- 
fects of your great Care and Sympathy for your 
Spouſe. Who can tell, but that this neceſſary old 
Lady may be at Home, and that you may con- 
duct her ſafely and ſpeedily to your expecting 
Wife! What Joys will then take Place, when ſhe 
is ſafely delivered of a fine jolly Boy, or a beauti- 
ful Daughter? Then will there be an End, at leaſt 
for the Preſent, to your riſing three or four Times 


a Night, in the Midſt of Winter; nor will your 


Reſt be any more diſturbed with the lamentable, 
heart-piercing Groanings, and Grumblings of your 
big-belly'd Wife. 
Think not much then of your preſent Trouble 
and Vexation. What tho' you are thus forced 
from your warm inviting Bed, and are obliged to 
traverſe the Streets thro' Showers of heavy Rain, 
have you not this to comfort you, that *tis a Work 
abſolutely neceſſary to your future Honour and 
Happineſs ? And is alſo the proper Time to exhi- 
bit to your Friends, Neighbours and Relations, the 
Sincerity of your Love, and the ſuperlative Ar- 
dency of your Affection. | 

But tho? you have been ſo fortunate, as to meet 
with the Midioiſe, and have introduced her to 
your Spouſe's unſpeakable Satisfaction; yet don't 
N | vainly 
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vainly imagine that your Buſineſs is over, and all 
your Fatigue at an End. Are you ſo ſtupid as to 
believe, that good Mother Midnight is capable of 
herſelf to manage all the Aﬀairs relating to your 
Wife and Child? Haſte away then with all Speed 
and Diligence, and collect together your Siſters, 
Aunts and Couſins, with others of your Spouſe's 
moſt intimate Acquaintance ; hurry them quickly 
away; they need not ſtay to dreſs, left in the 
mean Time their Aſſiſtance ſhould be wanted. 

But be ſure, that your Invitations are attended 
with all proper Order, Ceremony and Politeneſs ; 
be very careful that each of thoſe Ladies be invited 
in Order, aceording to Dignity, Age and Rela- 
tion; becauſe a Miſtake herein may introduce 
Confuſion, and cauſe much ill Blood amongſt your 
Relations and Friends. ---- How lamentable will it 
be, if your Siſter ſhould refuſe to come to the 
Chriſtening, becauſe your Brother's Wife was in- 
vited to the Labour before her ? She'll make no 
Allowances for the Hurry and Confuſton, which 
your Wife's Illneſs muſt neceſſarily occaſion in 
your ſympathiſing Breaſt ; nor conſider that the 
want of timely Help, and the terrible Symptoms of 
approaching Labour might induce you unthinkingly, 
to invite thoſe firſt, that were firſt to be had. 

*Tis true, theſe Diſturbances, together with his 
Labour and Fatigue in running about backwards 
and forwards, may, at firſt View, ſeem to damp 
the good Man's Joy, and decreaſe his Felicity; 

et let him conſider, that by theſe he is only in- 
ated into the inſtructive School of Patience; in 
which he will by Degrees reccive ſuch agreeable 
Leſſons, as will in the End perfect him in the 
Exerciſe of that moſt valuable and uſeful Grace. 
Happy Tuition ! | 

Well, the good, impatient, expecting Daddy is 
return'd, but to his inexpreſſible Affliction, the 

G 2 Goſſips 
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Goſſips he has been haraſſing of himſelf to invite, 
are none of *em come ; for, notwithſtanding the 
good Woman is ſuffering the moſt racking, ex- 
cruciating Pain, and ſtands in great need of Help; 
yet they muſt ſpend the precious Moments in 
adorning themſelves, as tho' they were going to a 
Wedding, fearing, tho' they are all Relations and 


Friends, the Obſervations and Remarks of each 


other. | 

Let us now compaſſionate a little the Diſtreſſes 
of our almoſt diſtracted Huſband : See how he 
runs to and fro, as deſtitute of all Senſe and Re- 
fection, trampling his Hat under Feet, and tearing 
his inoffenſive Locks from his frantick Head! Then 
he ſtands immoveable, and reſembles rather a 
Statue, than an animated Being. Anon, he's 
ſeiz d with ſuch a violent Agitation in all his Limbs, 
that you would ſwear he was attack'd by a Tertian 
Ague. Then down he fits, and hearing two or 
three piercing Squalls, he falls into ſuch an ex- 
ceſſive Fit of crying and ſobbing, as would even 
melt the moſt unrelenting Heart. ---- Then comes 
one of the Goſſips to him, for ſome Things out of 
the Drawers; and tho' he has the Keys in his 
Hands, he ſtarts up like one 'recover'd from a 
Trance, and runs with all the Eagerneſs of Deſpa- 
ration from Place to Place, to ſeek for *em. Ano- 
ther good Woman follows, to haſten the former, 
which ſtill heightens the poor Man's Flurry and Diſ- 
order. He examines his Pockets with one Hand, 
while he holds the Key he's looking for in the other ; 
then putting the Key into his right Hand, he 
ſearches his N for it with his Left: And thus 
he goes on backwards and forwards, till fortu- 
nately he at laſt drops the Key from his trembling 
Fingers upon the Floor, which puts an End to 
their Search, and reſtores him a little to his 
Senſcs. 


Well, 
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Well; the Drawers are examin'd, but, O ſhock- 
ing Diſappointment ; many Things are yet want- 
ing, and thoſe that they find, are not in a proper 
Order for Uſe. The Midtuiſe halloo's and bawls 
to ſuch a Degree for the Things that ſhe wants, 
that the Outcries of the labouring Woman are 
drown'd by her ſuperior Noiſe. | 

Away runs fat Marget the Maid, puffing and 
blowing to their Neighbour Mrs. Buy-all ; in or- 
der to borrow ſome Neceſlaries for the Woman 
and Child ; what an unaccountable Dilemma, are 
the Geſſips and our Spouſe plung'd into afreſh, by 
this unexpected Neglect? Oh, that this was the 
End of his Sorrow | 

Our venerable Mother Midnight, having ex- 
amin'd the Premiſes with great Care and Circum- 
ſpection, begins to diſcover by her Countenance, 
_ Diffidence of Succeſs ; which the ſagacious 
Goſſips diſcerning, they hover about her like a 
Swarm of Bees, begging and praying that if it is 
not her Work, ſhe would be ſo merciful to the 
poor Gentlewoman as to declare it, to the End 
that they may ſend for ſuperiour Aſſiſtance in Time. 
The prudent old Gentlewoman, thro* their Im- 
portunity, is obliged to confeſs, that great Difficul- 
ty attends the Caſe ; yet ſhe is not without Hopes 
that in good Time, a happy End will be put to all 
their Fears, and the good Woman's Miſery at 
once, but they muſt have Patience. This ſuſ- 
picious Declaration ſufficiently alarms the Appre- 
henſions of the Goflips ; which are ſo evidently 
difplay'd by their melancholy glooray Looks and 
doleful Accents, that the good Man is juſt at his 
Wits End. Then one begins to pray for a happy 
Minute, another, that an Alteration in her Pains 
may ſoon happen, a third, that ſhe may be 
ſtrengthened and ſupported to go thro” it, for ſhe, 
for her Part, can't tee that her Labour 1s ever the 
forwarder, 
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forwarder, notwithſtanding all that ſhe has taken 
by the Advice of the Doctor and Apothecary : Nay, 
ſhe is certain, (for ſhe has had ſeveral Children 
herſelf) that unleſs ſhe has ſome very ſpeedy Re- 
lief, both ſhe and the tender Infant will be loft. 
Doleful Spectacle 

Oh, ſays the Maid Peg, if this is the Fruits of 
Matrimony, I'll live and die a Maid! Pl never 
venture as long as I live: And tho? J believe that 
it maſt afford a vaſt Degree of Delight to be careſs'd, 
and embrac'd in the Arms of a youthful vigorous 
Man that one loves; yet delicious as it may be, it 
can never make amends for ſo much Anguiſh and 
Pain, Well, Heavens ſend it well over with my 
dear Miſtreſs, ſweet good-natur'd Creature as ſhe 
is, but I am afraid ſhe'll never go thro' it. 

Well, it muſt be own'd that the Huſband, and 
Wife, with the Midwife, Nurſe and Goſſips, have 
now ſufficient Reafons to ſummon up all their 
Courage and Reſolution to ſupport and aſſiſt them; 

+foraſmuch as all their Cries and Tears, their Cinna- 
mon and Plague-Water, the Advice of Doctor and 
Apsthecary, have all been made Uſe of to no Man- 
ner of Purpoſe ; fo that unleſs ſome happy Altera- 
tion enſucs, it will be very difficult to rank this 
among the Delights and Pleaſures of Matrimony. - 

But pray, hark a little ! a few more ſuch Pains 
as thoſe, will diffuſe Joy and Rapture thro? every 
Heart, and diſplay them in every Face: That's 
well dene again! liſten, what Buſtle they make 
within! There, now they are quiet again! Tis 
certainly over. Well, have a little more Patience, 
and your longing Eyes ſhall be delighted with a 
fmiling Infant, and your Ears ſhall be faluted and 
raviſh'd with the long- expected Title of Father, 
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BOOK VII. 


The good Woman is delivered; the Beauty of 
the Child; the inſtructive, and delightful 
Tales of the G Ms; and the extravagant 
Raptures of the Huſband, &c. | 


Ne Scene]! After all this Confulion, 


Diſtraction and Danger, the happ 2 Minute is 


at laſt arriv'd ; the good Woman is ſafely deliver'd, 
and our indulgent, loving Huſband, is. not only 
thereby diveſted of his former Diſtractions and 
Terrors, but is advanced almoſt to the wars 
Pitch of matrimonial Glory, Honour and Happineſs ! 
O, who can comprehend his Joy 

But, as human Felicity may receive ſome Addi- 
tion, from the Applauſes and Congratulations of 
others; ſo our enraptur'd Huſband, diſpatches 
away Parey and Dolh, to acquaint all his F riends 
and Relations; not in the leaſt doubting, but that 
they all will de as joyful and merry as himſelf. Be- 
hold, what an Air of Mirth appears in his Face, 
while he repeats his Orders to thoſe about him, 
that all Things may be in Readineſs and Decorum, 
to entertain his expected Viſitants ! and what De- 


light he ſeems to take, in the Readineſs of Miſtreſt 
De-all, to furniſh the Midwife with Clouts and 
other Appurtenances without Number; while 
Miſtreſs Swift-hand, and Pry-well, . are turning 


every Thing zop/y-turvy, under a Pretence of 


ſearching after ſome Things ſhe wanted: Not in 


* leaſt imagining that they are only indulging an 
imper- 
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_ Impertinent female Curioſity. --- And woe be to the 
Character of your Spouſe, if theſe evil Ey'd Praters 
ſhould diſcover the leaſt Rent-hole or Blemiſh in 
either Table-clths, Napkins or Clouts, How would 
their ill Nature, Malice and Envy triumph, at the 
pleaſing Diſcovery ; one or other of em would be 
_ thruſting their Fingers thro” the Vacuity, and with 
ſpightful Smiles and Grins, take the firſt Oppor- 
tunity to diſplay theſe ſuppos'd Indications of your 
Wife's Negligence, to the Notice of their tattling 
Companions. This will afford a very copious Sub- 
je& for goſſiping Reflections both at Home and in 
- the Neighbourhood ; and your poor Wife, after all 
the Pains and Trouble ſhe has been at, will be re- 
proach'd by thoſe Tale-bearing Huſſies, with the 
opprobious Character of an ill Houſewife ; tho” at 
the ſame Time, could you but be admitted into the 
Auttiſh Receſſes of her envious Accuſers, you 
would find their Linen in ſuch a tatter'd Condition, 
that they would be exceeded by nothing, but the 
antient Standards and Colours in Weſtminſter or 
Guild- Hall. R 
Well, notwithſtanding all this peeping and prying 
into Holes and Corners; the young Bantling is at 
Taſt dreft, and the delighted Huſband call'd in to 
take his firſt View of it; upon his entering the 
Chamber, good Mother Midnight preſenting his 
Son and Heir to him, and obliging him to take him 
in his Arms, utters, with all the Gravity becom- 
ing the ſolemn Occaſion, the following emphatical 
Expreſſions; Here Sir, there's your Child, and a 
thumping Boy he is; I heartily wiſh you much Joy of 
him, and Heaven ſend he may make as good a Man as 
his Father. | 
Udſlifo, what a tickling Pleaſure is this! what 
\exceſtive Delight muſt the Father experience now! 
And who can forbear Laughter, to ſee him ſtand 
| | handling 
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handling his Darling, as a great overgrown Monkey 
does a young Kit” ing ERIE 

Our venerable old Midwife may now alſo in her 
Turn begin to rejoyce; for the Father's Heart 
is ſo err flow'd with Rapture and Delight at the 
new Honour and Dignitys that he is happily arriv'd 
at, that ſfie I ſoon. taſte of his. boundleſs Liberality ; 
and this can be no Wonder, becauſe every Child 
is a very great Addition to the Wealth of its 
Parents. | | 
While theſe Things are tranſacting, the Cloth 


and Delicacies of the Seaſon; which give infinite 
Satisfaction to the good Women, whoſe Spirits, 
by thib Time, are pretty well exhauſted; tho? 
their Curiolity is herein alſo very much concern'd, 
for they long as much to know what is provided for 
their Entertainment, as they do to ſatisfy the De- 
mands of their craving Appetites, ---- 

It would be the greateſt Wonder in the World, 
if among ſuch a Number of Women, there were 
not ſome: to be found of a contentious diſſatisfied 
Temper. - Accordingly one finds fault with this, 
and another with that ; this is not in Seaſon, that 
has no Reliſh ; with numberleſs other Miſtakes, 
that either the Caterer or Cook has committed. The 
whole is concluded, with Madam C9ok-welP's aſ- 
ſuring the Goſſips next to her, that if ſhe had been 
conſulted in buying and drefling the Victuals, the 
Entertainment ſhould have been much more elegant 
and far leſs expenſive; but, God help 'em, adds 
ſhe, what can one expect from ſuch young Folks? 
they'll know better next Lime. If her Hearers 
don't ſeem to join with her in this Elogium upon her 
own wonderful Abilities, ſhe aſſures em that ſhe 
has the Honour to be conſulted by ſeveral Ladies of 
the firſt Rank and niceſt Taſte, whenever they 
make any grand Entertainments, which they 

H would 
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— not do if their Judgment was equal to 
ers. „ 

Wdile theſe are engaged thus, ſome at the other 
End of the Table are pratling forth the tranſcendent 
Virtues of Oyſters, Coxcombs, Lamb ſtones, Sweet- 
breads, and the like; for they have experienced 
their Wonder-working Effects, by the repeated 
Embraces of their Huſbands. You are certainl 
in the Right, ſays Madam Luxury, tis what 
would recommend to the Uſe of every married 
Couple, who are deſirous of taſting the higheſt De- 

ree of Nuptial Pleaſure. For my own Part, ſays 
he, I freely own, that the plumper I find my Par- 
tridge the fitter it is to Pott : This Kind of Diſcourſe 
being ſo very entertaining, and continuing ſo long, 
the Lying-in-Woman is almoſt forgot, till thro? 
Weakneſs and want of Refreſhment ſhe ſwoons 
away; and had ſhe not been ſoon recovered, the 
Mirth of our gofliping Ladies would have been 
greatly obſtructed. _ : 

Happy for the good Man, if he has any Know- 
ledge, in the Affairs of the Kitchen; for the Diſ- 
courſe runs ſo high that Way, that if he has not, 
he muſt either be ſilent, or betray - his Ignorance. 
But he is ſoon relieved from this tireſome Dilemma; 
for, the /Yoman in the Straw ; the ſhaking. F the 
Sheets, and oither ereſting Subjects, in which he 
can bear his Part, begin now to. engage the 
Tongues and Attention all around. the Table. 

Well, let em go on, while Fat Jenny runs. to 
and again to fetch the Nurſe, who has not as yet, 
made her Appearance. With the utmoſt Difficulty, 

ſhe finds out the Place of her Abode ; and there te 
hears that ſhe is nurſing a Gentlewoman, at the 
other End of the Town: What can ſhe do? the 
Nurſe muſt be had : A Curſe light on my Miſtreſs, 
fays ſhe, as ſhe runs melting in her Greaſe, for be- 
ing out in her Reckoning, which has given me dex 


PM TQ 


De Pleaſures of Marriage. 5 
this Labour and Trouble. Well, ſhe finds her out; 
but freſh Difficulties attend her Embaſſy: The 
Gentlewoman will not part with her, inſiſting 
upon it, that Poſſeſſion gives the beſt Title. 
Jenny cries and roars, and ſwears ſhe'll not go with- 
out her. Thus they pro and con, till Sleep-little 
the Nurſe begins to imagine herſelf to be a Perſon * 
of great Importance in her Buſineſs, and that cer- 
tainly, ſince Nurſes are ſo plenty, it muſt be owing 
to her ſuperior Skill, that they are each of em fo 
unwilling to reſign their Pretenſions. 

A few Days make a Diſcovery of our Nurſe's 
Experience and Underſtanding ; for, lamentable 
Caſe, our dear Infant has got the Thruſh in its 
Mouth; and can by no Means be brought to take 
the Breaſt. The poor Woman is in ſuch Agonies 
with the Confinement of her Milk, that ſhe's juſt 
diſtracted ; and is terribly affrighted leſt a Tumour, 
or ſomething worſe ſhould be the Conſequence. 
And what adds to the Affliction, the Nurſe's Sto- 
mach is too delicate to ſuffer her to draw em. | 

Now, Oh tender Huſband, is the Time for you 
to go to'an experienced Apothecary, and lay be- 
fore him your beloved's Grievances, to the End 
that he may bring with him Rimedies againſt the 
Choring of the Milk, and to heal the dreadful 
Clefts in her tender Nipples, - till ſuch Time as the 
Child is able to take to the Breaſt. | 

Certain it is, that the preſent Situation of your 
Spouſe, - her Complaints excepted, is Matter of 
great Joy; for now, ſhe may be maintained at 
much leſs Expence, than when ſhe was longing for 
all that ſhe could could either think on, or ſee ; the 
utmoſt Extent of her Defires, being circumſcrib'd - 
within the narrow Compaſs of a little Panada, 
33 Stew*d-Prunes, new laid Eggs, or the 
1 E. ———C 1 ; b „ F . 

If the No/trums of Mr. Glifter-pipe the Afothe- 
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cary, ſhould unhappily be ineffectual, as is often 
the Caſe, you will nevertheleſs, have no Reaſon 
to. mitigate your Mirth ; for the News of your 
Wife's Illneſs being rumour'd abroad, you will be 
ſoon attended by a Poſſe of grave, elderly, female 
Phyſicians, deeply experienced in all the various 
Diforders to which Lying-in-women and Infants 
are ſubject. B | | 

There's the venerable Wife of Dactor Needham, 
how gravely ſhe applies the Spectacles to her Noſe, 
that ſhe may with the greater Certainty diſcern 

the poor Infant's Diſorder : She is certain that a 
Glyſter will make a perfect Cure. And as to your 
Wife's Breaſts, ſhe'Il ſend home for an Ointment, 
that at once uſing will put the Milk into ſuch a 
Motion, as will not only take away the Pain, 
but infallibly prevent it from forming the leaſt: 
Tumour whatſoever. Art dy 

Mrs. Rattle-pate, tho' ſhe will not. preſume. to 
_ depreciate the Efficacy of Mother Needham's Prepa- 
rations, yet ſhe is ſure nothing can exceed the Vin- 
tues of a Sandwich-Carrot. Take a Carrot, ſays. 
ſhe, and after having ſcraped it hollow with the 
Point of a Pen-knife, apply a Piece over each 

Nipple : This will attract all the ill Humours' from 
the Breaſt, without the leaſt Senſe of Pain or Fear 
of Danger. And tho' Madam, fays ſhe, this may 
appear, at firſt View, to be a very inſignificant 
Medicine, yet if one Chriſtian may believe; ano- 
ther, I have found the Advantage by it in ſix Lyings- 
in, when all other Applications have fail d. 

For my Part, ſays Mrs. Tattle, I believe what 
you have advis'd to be an excellent Remedy; but 
as Madam's Nipples are exceeding ſore and tender, 
I would firſt of all adviſe her to bathe them well 
with ſome Aaua Vitæ, and after that to waſh em 
with ſome, of the beſt Ro/e-water ; there's nothing 
like it. I have had 13 Children, live- barn and 
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chriften'd, and have always been ſubject to ſore Nip- 
ples, but nothing that I could think of ever gave me 
ſo much Eaſe. Pray, Madam, therefore don't omit it. 

Up ftarts Mrs. Flippant, declaring that ſhe has 
often made uſe of the Carrot, according to her 
Neighbour's Directions, nor did ſhe ever omit 
Aqua Vitæ and Roſe-water, but never in her Life 
found the leaſt Benefit. Nay, ſhe has tried a 
thouſand other different Things recommended by 
one and another, beſides having the Advice of the 
Apothecary, and all to no Purpoſe ; till ſhe was in 
Miſery, till at laſt ſhe was cur'd by only once 
uſing Salvator Winter's Ointment. 

rs. Pry-in-all begins to relate the wonderful 
Effects of Oil of Myrrhe, and of the famous Pla- 
ſters prepared by the noted Gentlewoman in the 
Minories, above all other Applications. 

After which, the ſage Matron Mrs. Poſitive ac- 
quaints the Company, that ſhe is poſſeſs'd of a Recipe 
worth- its Weight in Gold ; that ſhe had it from 
one of the ableſt Man-midvives in London; and that 
out of an hundred Women who have made uſe 
of it, by her Recommendation, not one of them. 
miſs'd of a Cure. For which Reaſon ſhe has not 
only carefully conſulted the Works of Dr. Culpeper, 
Dr. Bates, Duiney and others, who all ſpeak great- 
ly in its Praiſe, but alſo that Poſterity may reap 
the Advantage, ſhe has committed the ſame to 
writing. With that ſhe pulls out a little Book, 
and after having N fixed her Barnacles, ſne 
reads thus: Take Lapis Calaminaris prepar d, what 
Quantity you pleaſe; make it into the Form of an Oint- 
ment with as much May Butter as will ſuffice : 
With this anoint your Breaſts all over four or five 
Times a Day ; this will not _ prevent the Milk 
from curdling, but will alſo effectually cure and 
harden your Nipples. And if the Child ſhould 
ſuck it in with the Milk, ſo much the better, for 
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by .that Means it will be cur'd of the Thruſh. 

Will any Body diſpute, but that our Huſband 
muſt be wonderfully delighted and edify'd to hear, 
how. liberally the good Women communicate their 
Knowledge and Experience, for the Advantage of 
his Spouſe: and her tender Infant! 

But, will not his Pleaſure, be vaſtly encreaſed, 
when he is ſo happy as to be intirely freed from 
the Company of theſe chattering Magpies; who 
notwithſtanding all their friendly Pretenſions, have 
nothing ſo much in View, as the indulging their 
voracious Appetites at the good Man's Expence : 
Certainly, this muſt be efteem'd as one of the 
greateſt of Nuptial Delights. 24 
_ Theſe Remedies may be all very excellent, ſays 
the Grandmother, but tis impoſſible for my Daugh- 
ter to uſe em, for 7ack-a-day / the poor Girl is 
ſo weak, and her Stomach ſo much diſorder'd, that 
the very Sight of an Ointment, let alone the Smell, 
would _ cauſe her to faint away. Nor will ſhe be 
ever able to ſuckle the Child; for the Moment it 
is put to the Breaſt, ſhe is in ſuch intolerable 
Pain, that ſhe's juſt ready to run diſtracted. What 
can we do? To hire a wet Nurſe is very charge- 
able; and God help em, they have had Charge 
enough already: Beſides, who knows what Diſtem- 
pers the poor Infant may contract by ſucking a ſtrange 
Woman. Nor will Lever conſent. to its being 
nürs d abroad; for that oftentimes deſtroys all 
natural Affection betwgen the Mother and Child; 
and not only that, how often do we ſee Children 
either half ſtarved, or elſe poiſoned with Naſtineſs, 
while others are eaten up with the Rickets, and ſo 
are helpleſs and deſormed all their Lives. No, no, 
in God's Name let us keep it at home, and en- 
deavour to bring it up by Hand; for bad nurſing 
at Home, is better than good nurſing abroad - 
The frugal Contrivances of this ſagacious old 


dy, unfortunately prove all abortive ; for the 
Child, 
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Child, notwithſtanding all the Care and tending 
imaginable, grows ſo very froward and peeviſh, 
that the whole Family is diſtracted, and conſus ; 
and Mrs. Sleep-little the Nurſe, is ſo harraſs'd and 
fatigu'd with it, that ſhe gives it, as her Opinion, 
and who can diſpute it, that the Child pines for the 
Breaſt; and that they muſt very ſoon, either pro- 
cure it a Breaſt, or a Coffin. nE DOS. e 
This the poor tenderhearted Mother can by no 
means agree to: Her Love to her Child is ſo pre- 
dominant, that ſhe will ſuckle it herſelf, let her go 
through ever ſo much, Well, the Child is brought, 
and: ſhe makes ſeveral Attempts to accompliſh her 
laudable Intentions, but all in vain; for the Pain is 
ſo.vehement, that it almoſt deprives her of her 
Senſes. A Wet-Nurſe muſt now be had with all 
Expedition, leſt the poor Infant ſhould expire ; all 
Hands are immediately employ'd in this Service. 
And after much Trouble and Difficulty, our diligent 
Grand mot ber ſucceeds : She has happily been recom- 
mended to a mighty houſewifey, ſober, modeſt 
young Woman, with a curious Breaſt of Milk as 
blue as a Razor; and as her Huſband is juſt gone 
a Voyage to the Eaſt-Indies, ſo there is no fear of 
her Milk being ſpoil'd. Well, this fortunate 
Event, creates extraordinary Joy in the Breaſts of 
both Father and Mother: Now are their Hearts at 
Reſt, after all their Anxiety and Solicitude; for 
the Met- Nur ſe is prodigious fond of the Child, and 
it: begins to crow and thrive amain: Nor is the 
Dry- Nurſe leſs careful of the Mother; ſo that every 
Thing begins now to have a very promiſing Appear- 
ance, Make much of yourſelf, therefore, Gh happy 
Mother; for now is your Time : The tormenting 
Pains of ſuckling are at an End; nor will your 
needful Reſt be any more diſturbed, with the Cries 
and Lamentations of your pining Infant: Conſult 
therefore your Eaſe ; indulge your Appetite, and 
£0.07 1 | | chear 


= — 
56 The Pleaſures of Marriage. . 
chear up your Spirits with reviving Cordials, or 
generous Wine. Now muſt, you bid adieu, the 
ninth Day being over, to lifeleſs inſipid Parade, 
Gruel, &c. and enter upon a more ftrengthning 
and - nouriſhing Diet; ſuch as roafted: Chickens, 
young Pigeons, Wilg-Fowh Tirkey, Lamb ffones, 
iſh, and various other Diſſes, that your Appetite, 
aſſiſted by your fruitful Invention, will; eaſily ſug- 
geſt, But be ſure, that altho* your Strength and 
Vigour may return, you don't diſcover it too ſoon; 
on the, contrary be continually expatiating, in your 
Spouſe's Preſence, of your great Weakneſs: and: 
Want of Appetite; this will: excite in him the 
higheſt Degree of Pity and Compaſſion, and will 
prompt him to continue to you the Enjoyment of 
thoſe Delicacies till you yourſelf are ſatiated with 
the Repetition of em. — 5 u! | 

Well, now O new Father, come to an ingenuous 
Confeſſion; are there any Pleaſures equal to thoſe: 
you enjoy? You are now not only ſo happy, 4s to 
be. admitted to eat and drink with your Spouſe 
at her Bed-lide z but are alſo unſpeakably delighted 
to perceive, by her chearful Behavour, that in a 
very ſhort Time, you will be again admitted to 
embrace and careſs her as uſual. | : 

This is the delightful Month, that creates in the 
Mind. of every married Woman: ſuch pleaſing Ideas 
and Reflections, nor ought it ever to be eras'd from 
the Memory of every /oving and indulgent Huſband ; 
for as by the Vigilance and Care of the Nurſe, the 
Lying- in-Moman is not only recover'd from all the 
conſequential Weakneſſes of Labour, but is alſo in- 
vigorated by proper Diet, and of Courſe becomes 
extreamly deſirous of her Huſband's Converſation ; 
ſa he alſo, by a Participation of the ſame, is better 
5x to give her all imaginable Pleaſure and 
ight. | 

Wel, what an Advantage it has been to our 

Huſband, 
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Huſband, that he met with a Nurſe ſo well qualifi- 
ed; and what a Joy it is, that her Labour and At- 
tendance have been follow'd with ſuch wonderful 
Succeſs : The very Ideas of her Pain and Travail, 
are quite forgot; and inſtead of a wan, ghaſtly 
Countenance, ſhe now begins again to appear with 
all the ſprightly, inviting Charms of Vigour, Youth, 
and Beauty : And as Preludes to approaching Joys, 
ſhe is now ever and anon throwing the Pillow at 

| Hand, Pons — * and rr his 
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The Chill is cbriſten d; the Feaf poet for 
 . theGoffips, the true Stories they relate, very de- 
. lighiful to read, ans infirutive 40 remember. 


New. 0 happy ne you "TO had the 
Poſſeſſion of eight capital Pleaſures, together 
with an infinite Number of concomitant Delights ; 
which have, no doubt on't, excited the Envy of. 
leſs happy Mortals: But your Felicity knows no 
Bounds ; for, there is juſt now opening to your 
taviſhed Senſes, a Scene to which you have hitherto 
been an utter Stranger. 

The good Woman, tir'd with her Confinement, 
begins to expreſs a ſtrong Inclination to be Abroad, 
that ſhe may ſhew to all around her, the beautiful 
Produce of their mutual Embraces. But before 
this can be effected, had not we better have the 
en chriſten'd ? without doubt; nothing can be 

I objected 


58 The Pleaſures of Marriage. 


objected to a Thing ſo neceſſary, but then, it is 
of no ſmall Moment to agree on its Name; various 


are the Defires and Opinions of the contending 


Parties, the Father's principal Kindred are call'd 
Fobn's and William, the Mother's Thomas and 


| Robert ; but theſe Names will by no Means do ! 


but whereſore I pray! Why truly, ſays Madam, 
my Child ſhall not go by the nick Names of Bob, 
Tom, Bill or Jack | no, indeed, my dear Boy is as 
pretty as any, and ſhall have an agreeable —— 


what a Duce do you tell me of your Kindred, will 


they be weak enongh to take Exceptions at my 
Child's Name; you ſee its Godfathers have referr'd 
that Matter to me, and I will have his Name 
Valentine; for tis from that very Day I date his 
Beings and what can ſound more delightful than 
all. 
O dear Madam, interrupts. Mrs. Nurſe, what 
a charming Name you have pitch'd upon, Valentine 
was always my Favourite, but I am in terrible Pain 
for him, whilſt he is deſcending the Tree to en- 
counter his ſavage Brother Orſon ; but then again, 
how my Heart leaps when he leads him conquer'd 
in a String like a muzzled Bear ; and ſhall my dear 
Babe be a Knight Errant, and overthrow Giants, 
Knights, and Monſters? Yalle, my ſweet little 
Valle, Pappa muſt buy it a keen Sword, and Armour 
as bright as Silver and harder than Flint, and in a lit- 
tle Time, it ſhall be knighted, and go and cut down 
that Monſter the Giant of Pruſſia, and reſcue the 
poor diſtreſſed Lady of Hungary. O the happy Event! 
methinks I ſee iny little Hero return in Lriumph, 
and all the World ecchoing his Fame; no more to be 
ſaid, call him but Valentine, and let him alone for 
tae reſt. ---- Well, what can our good Man fay to 
this ? ſhall he tell the Nurſe, his Spouſe and ſhe 
fpeak of different Perſons ? what will that avail, 
will not Madam perſiſt, and can he do better than 
. ſubmit? 
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ſubmit ? What can be a greater Pleaſure than to 
come into the Sentiments of the Miſtreſs of his 
Heart ; beſides, they are in a Manner unanimous 
of the Lady's Opinion, he muſt be caſt in the 
End; yield therefore with Generoſity, and receive 
the Thanks of the good Women. ---- Very well, 
you have certainly taken the wiſeſt Courſe; nothing 
remains now, but to proceed to the Ceremony, the 
Parſon attends in the next Room, and is in haſte 
to go to a young Couple that wait for a Specimen 
of his Office. Well, this Affair being happily 
over, the good Woman gives to Nurſe a Catalogue 
of thoſe that ſhe intends to invite. What a Lit is 
here ! Zounds ! why the poor Woman will be a 
Week upon her Journey. However, you need 
not be in Pain, left ſhe ſhould omit any; for *tis 
from the Multitude of Goflips, that ariſes her own 
private Advantage. Well, the Pleaſnre that flows 
from the — ſuch a numerous Collection 
of merry agreeable Ladies, muſt be raviſhing. 
Now has poor Sleep-little the Nurſe, an Oppor- 
tunity of diſcovering another Branch of her Skill 
and Diligence: She is no ſooner return'd from in- 
viting the Gueſts, but ſhe begins to buſtle from 
Place to Place, and from one 'I hing to another, to 
the End that all her Affairs may be extreamly neat, 
and in Order; ſor ſhe is not a Stranger to the im- 
pertinent Curioſity of the Gofips : She dreads 
therefore the leaſt Omiſſion of her Duty, knowing 
that herReputation as a Nurſe, will thereby be very 
much affected ---- Poor Woman, how rightly ſhe 
conjectured; for there's Miſtreſs Order-all and 
others, under a Pretence of viſiting the Neceſ/arz- 
Houſe and other Places of Retirement, only with- 
draw themſelves, to inſpect into every Hole and 
Corner, in order to furniſh themſelves with Matter 
of Reflection and Scandal among the Neigh- 


bours. | 
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But let us turn our Eyes to a more pleaſing Pro- 
ſpect: There's both the Wet and Dry-Nar/e, full 
_ employ'd in decking forth the Bantling to the dell 
Advantage; and herein may be diſcover'd, not only 
the delicate Taſte of your Wife in her Choice of 
the moſt faſhionable, and coſtly Ornaments, but 
alſo the Dexterity of the Nurſes, by whoſe Ma- 
nagement, the natural Beauty of the Infant is ſet 
off to the greateſt Advantage. There, Father, 
ſays the fond Mother, ſee how like a little Angel he 
Toots! Lord! What a beautiful Creature it is. 
There take him, and kifs bim: Dear Madam, ſays 
Nurſe, what a vaſt Reſemblance there is between 
my Maſter and the Child, he looks as if he was 
ſpit out of his Mouth. What would not one go 
thro', to be the Mother of ſuch a delightful In- 
fant 1 Well my Dear, ſays Madam, I vow Nurfe 
is a very good ſudge; for every Soul that has ſeen 
your Boy, ſays, that he is the very Model of you; 
and that he is as like you, as one Drop of Water is 
like another. Is'n't he, pray Madam, fays the to 
an old Gentlewoman that ſat next to her? Why, 
really Madam, replies the Lady, I think ſome of 
this Features are not unlike yours; but he is vaſtly 
like your Spouſe, from the Waiſte downwards: 
Well faith, ſays another, he's a fine jolly Child, 
his Father ſpar'd neither Stuff nor Labour I'll war- 
rant him. 8 | , 
As the Delights of Converſation very much de- 
pend upon Variety, ſo now they — Tranſi- 
tion from the Child to themſelves. Haan 
Our new Mother opens the Way, with giving a 
very particular and pathetick Relation of all that 
hefel her during her Pregnancy and in her Labour, 
and obſerves what a vaſt Difference there is between 
one Woman and another, ſpinning her Difcourſe 
out, thro' a great Variety of entertaining Particu- 
lars; concluding the whole (for ſhe would not but 


they 


8 The Pleaſures of Marriage, _61 


they ſhould know it for the World) with relating 
to them the Stratagem that her Huſband made 
uſe of to come to Bed to her. Truly, ſays Madam 
: Lack-et, if as you fay, that there's a great deal of 
Difference in Women, I am ſure there's as much in 
Men; for tho' I am as likely as another, and, per- 
haps; as willing, I am not aſhamed to ſpeak it, I ne- 
ever found my Huſband ſo ready to fire his Chace 
Gun. 7 | 

Well, ſays another, I don't know how it may 
be with others ; but my Huſband I remember was 
once only a Fortnight from Home ; and the Night 
he. return'd I really thought he was mad. I am 
ſure I did not lay my Eyes together till three in 
the Morning: And that very Time Nine Months 
I was brought to Bed of two as fine Boys, as ever 
the Sun ſhone on. 
. Have a little Patience till the Bel has gone 
about a little, it will certainly be well worth your 
While. ä | 

In the mean Time obſerve how delighted poor 
Nicholas is, at the Health and Vivacity of his 
Spouſe; at the Grandeur of her Dreſs, and Mag- 
nificence of her Chamber. Poor Creature, he is 
ſo full, that he can't tell how to give Vent to his 
Joys, unleſs by a Profuſion of Wine, Sack, Punch, 
and other exhilerating Liquors. | | 

See again how diligent he 1s in helping his yo- 
racious Gueſts to Roaft-Beef, Capons and Ham, 

Turkey, Neat's Tongue, or other reliſhing Morſels, 
that his Liquor may be exhauſted the ſooner. 'Well 
ſtand faſt Bowls and Glaſſes, for you have a ter- 
rible Exerciſe to go thro', between this and 
Morning. 

What a vaſt Addition would be made to our 
Father's Happineſs, if he could but attend to eve- 
ry inſtructive Diſcourſe, that is deliver'd by theſe 
nimble Tongued Viſitants round the Table, now they 
begin to be warm. Mrs. 
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Mrs. Sharp/et begins with lamenting that Nights 
| ſhould be fet apart fo univerſally for Nuptial Em- 
' braces. But for her Part, her Huſband and ſhe 
has fo frequently broke thro* that Cuſtom, that 
Tatterty fhe has always expected it about an Hour 
after Dinner. | | 
Mrs. Touch and take is much of her Neighbour's 
Opinion, for being onee at a Goſſiping with her 
Spoufe, where they were elegantly entertain'd, 
no ſooner got Home, but they both of em 
were feized with fuch an amorous Fit, that they 
could not ftay to undrefs, but went at it with all 
the Spirit and Eagerneſs of their firſt Embrace. I 
can't fay, adds ſhe, that I was ever ſo delighted 
in my Life ; and altho* I was then not very young, 
nor had been with Child for ſix Years paſt, yet 
that Day nine Months I was deliver'd of my Gon 
Bes; and a beautiful Child he is, tho” I fay it. 
I do aſſure you, Ladies, fays Mrs. Courant, 
that what I am going to relate, is as true as we all 
fit here. A certain Maid that fold Glaſſes about 
our Town, had toy'd fo long with a young luſty 
Fellow, fo that in nine Months Time her Phial 
was ready to burſt. Her Pains coming on pretty 
faſt, away ſhe runs to the Town-Midwife, where 
ſhe was ſafely delivered. About an Hour after ſhe 
rook home the Child, waſhed her Cloaths, and 
the Day following cried her Glaſſes about as uſual. 
This ſurprizes the whole Company prodigiouſly, 
there's a vaſt Difference in Labours indeed, ſays 
another. There was a married Woman, a Neigh- 
bour of mine, who was fo unmercifully us'd by 
an old fumble-fifted Midwife, that it would make 
your Hair ftand an End. However, at laft they 
ſent away for Mr. Peepin, a noted Cs 
and with much Difficulty he ſaved the poor Wo- 


man's Life, but the poor Infant was loſt. Well 
| I really 
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I really think, adds ſhe, that Whores have the 
beſt Luck. | 
Up ſtarts another, declaring that it is a great 
Hardſhip that Women can't indulge themſelves in 
lawful innocent Pleaſures, without bringing upon 
them ſuch a Variety of Torments and Illconve- 


niency. However, ſays ſhe, I never hear a Man- 


| Midwife mention'd, but it brings to my Mind a 
very merry. Aﬀair that happen'd to one of my 
Huſband's Relations. "The Woman, you muſt 
know, at the End of her Reckoning fell into 
ſtrong Labour, which continued with great Vio- 
lence three Days and three Nights. The Midwife 
and all the Women were very much alarm'd. At 
laſt the Woman cries out aloud, Oh I never ſhall 
be deliver'd, 1 can't be deliver'd, I ſhall die, I Hall 
die, unleſs my Huſband's Inſtrument which has 
cauſed me all this Pain, be cut off before my Eyes ! 
Pray Madam, fays the Midwife, what a horrible 
Requeſt is this? You are certainly beſide yourſelf. 
Would you deſtroy that, and endanger your Huſ- 
band's Life too, which was ardained for your Uſe 
and Pleaſure! No, no, it can't be permitted; 
he has done no more than his Duty, and what 


you have often long'd for and expected. A Pain 


coming on at that Inſtant, ſhe baul'd out: O, 
don't talk to me of Uſe and Pleaſure; I tell zu T1 
ſhall never be deliver'd till I ſee the naſty Thing cut 
off before my Face. In ſhort, Perſwaſions were 


thrown away upon her, for ſhe did nothing but 


repeat the ſame Requeſt for an Hour together. In 
the mean Time her Pains going off, the Women 
began to be in Fear both for her and the Child. 


In ſhort, they acquainted her Huſband with it, 


who ſeem'd to be very much concern'd ; but as 
he thought ſhe would ſoon change her Mind, he 
ſaid with a Smile; no, no, I may get another 
Wife, but if I once loſe my Man Thomas, I am 
| | ſure 
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fare I ſhall never have another. Finding her thus 
inflexible, they laid their Heads together how they 
might deceive her. In Order to which the Huſ- 
band went to her, and with all the counterfeit 
Symptoms of Grief, he aſfur'd her, that rather 
than hazard her precious Life, he was willing to 
comply with all ſhe deſir d; with which ſhe 
feem'd very well fatisfied. Soon after three or 
four Surgeons came in to perform the Operation, 
and in her Sight, lay*d him extended upon a Table, 
and bound him faſt thereto with Cords. After 
which they took out their Inftruments, and laid 
them one by one in Order ; her Huſband all the 
Time exprefling the utmoſt Dread of the approach- 
ing Operation. 'Now Madam, fays one of the 
Surgeons, I'll foon preſent you with the Cauſe of 
all your Sorrow. Nay Sir, ſays ſhe, I don't want 
it; let me but ſee it fairly off, tis all J defire. 
With that he took his Knife in one Hand, and 
concealing a Cow's Teat in the other, he feigned 
to make a Cut, one of his Companions at the 
fame Time ſqueezing ſome Blood out of a Sponge ; 
this was follow'd by a moſt terrible Squall from 
the Huſband. There it is, Madam, ſays he, hold- 
ing up the Teat: You'll be eaſy now certainly. 
The Man was immediately order'd to Bed, and the 
Woman was deliver'd before the Surgeons left 
the Room. She had not been long got to Bed, 
before ſhe began to enquire after her Huſband's 
Welfare. Oh, he's very ill indeed, reply'd the 
Midwife. - Do thoſe Things ever grow again, 
ſays ſhe to one of the Surgeons. Grow again, 
Madam, fays he ; will a Man's Leg grow again 
after it's off? No to be ſure, ſays ſhe. Neither 
then will your Huſband's Inſtrument. Lord ! ſays 
ſh2, ſurely I was bewitch'd. But, pray, Sir, can't 
ou ſet it on again, for methinks I would have 
im to be like other Men? No, no, ſays the 
* Surgeon, 
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Surgeon ; If I can fave his Life, it will be well ; 4 
but truly I very much doubt it. In three or four al 
Days the good Man begins to walk about the Houſe, 
but pretends that he is very weak and faint. At 
laſt, however, his Strength returns, and he don't 
appear to be much the worſe for his Loſs. The 
Woman's Month being expir'd, her Huſband went 
to Bed to her, as uſual, but lay very quiet. But 4 
ſhe, wanting to be doing, puts her Hand to- 4 
wards her Huſband's Belly, as you know we | 
married Women love to do; but the good Man 
deſir' d, that as ſhe had deprived him of the Teſti- 
monials of his Manhood, that ſhe would not put | 
Defires into his Mind that he was not able to 1 
accompliſh. The next Night, Madam was at the l 
ſame Sport again, but meeting with the ſame Re- | | 
turn, ſhe ſaid to him ; why my dear, has the bar- 
barous Man cut it quite cloſe ; has not he left a 

Stump behind? To be ſhort, the good Man | 
having faſted above a Month, could carry on the 4 
Jeſt no longer, but throwing himſelf into her | 
Arms, he convinced her that he was ſtill able to - iy 
raiſe in her, the Pleaſures ſhe had often before ex- 
perienc'd. The good Woman in the midit of her "| 
Raptures, ſays to him, Oh! my dear, I really #1 


think that the Stump is as good as the whole. 

Mrs. Liſpwell then relates a Story of a Servant- 

Maid that ſhe kept ſome Time ago. This Bag- 

gage, ſays ſhe, you muſt know, was always neg- 

lecting her Buſineſs upon one frivolous Pretence or 

another, to be goſſiping her Time away at a 
Stay-maker's in the Neighbourhood, Now ſhe 

muſt go to beſpeak a new Pair; anon ſhe muſt 

go to have them try'd on; then her old ones mutt 

be taken in; by and by ſhe's grown fat, and they 

Muſt be let out; then they hurt her under the 

Arms, Lord help me, I had no Miſtruſt of her 

all this while. But as true as we are alive, in a ! 
\ | K jew I 
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few Months, Madam could wear no Stays at all, 
for her Belly was up to her Chin. After much 
ado, ſhe at laſt confeſs'd that ſhe only went there to 
be bon'd. 

I never, ſays another, was ſo deceived in my 
Life as I was in Patty Pale-face.; I really too 
her to be the moſt modeſt Creature in the World ! 
?T'was a great Grief to her Parents. I have fre- 
quently obſcrv'd her in the Fruiterer's Shop at the 
Corner yonder, but I thought as the ſeem'd to 
have the Green-licknelſs, that ſhe went there to 
indulge her Appetite in Fruit, unknown to her 
Mother. However, the Fruiterer had been in the 
Saddle, for ſhe began to be very Big, and ſaid it 
was by eating of Oranges and Lemons : Doctor 
Stultus ſaid it was the Dropſy. But her Mother, 
ſoon after, apprehending her Diſorder, committed 
her to the Care of a good Woman at Hackney, 
who in a little Time tap'd her of a very fine Girl; 


Which was put out to nurfe, and Madam at the 


Month's End return'd perfectly cur'd. 
Mrs., Loud-enough was Jul about beginning, 


when they heard a violent Knocking at the Door. 
Which being open'd, our Goſlips Huſbands were 
introduced, to the great Joy of Nurſe, who ima- 
gined that now her Preſents Big be doubled: But 
one of the Ladies, not ſo well pleas'd with her 
Huſband's Appearance, cries, what a Plague do 
they do here] now our Converſation will be in- 
terrupted with their Nonſenſe. | Nurſe, however, 
fill about, your Maſter muft pay for the Wine, 
fo: three or four Glaſſes wonderfully promotes 
Freedom. And I think Nurſe, that it is very re- 
q ifite, that you yourſelf ſhould now take your 
Portion of it; for you ſeem to be very much fa- 
tigued and low-ſpirited with waiting and. attend- 
ing; but have a Care, for it has oftentimes very 


odd Effects. I remember, my Siſter's Nurfe was 
41 mightily 
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mightily addicted to drink her Maſter's and Mi- 
ſtreſſes Health, till at laſt, when ſhe went to feed 
the Child, ſne ran the Spoon under its Chin, then 
into its Eye, afterwards againſt its Breaſt. And 
ſuch was its wonderful Effects, that ſhe could not 
diſtinguiſh a Cap from a Clout, nor a Biggen from 
a Forebead- Cloth. | | 
Thrice happy Father ! thou haſt not only de- 
lighted thyſelf with entertaining the good Women 
with all imaginable Delicacies and Varieties, both 
for Eating and Prinking, for which they have re- 
turn'd thee. a curious Collection of inſtructive 
Relations; but you have now alſo the Happineſs 
of repeating the ſame to their Huſbands, who will 
not be backward in doing Honour to your un- 
bounded Generoſity, while their Corporations 
will contain the Contents of the often repleniſhed 
Bowl. Upon my Life, ſays Mrs. Laughroell, you 
have a fine Child here ; I think I never beheld its 
Fellow. Egad, ſays her Huſband, if we, my 
dear, were juſt now alone together, I'd be hang'd 
if I did not get you with Child of ſuch another. 
You are very merry, Child, replies the Wife, but 
ſure you are not ſo ſharp ſet, but you may eaſily 
ſtay ſtill we are at Home. 

Two Soldiers, ſays Mr. Fill-up, were drinking 
together, and talking of the Pleaſures of a Female 
Bedfellow ; one of em finding that the Diſcourſe 
had operated below, ſays to his Comrade ; if 1 
had a Wife this Inſtant, I'd ſuffer my Boliſprit to 
be cut off, if I did not get her with Child. Why 
Fack, ſays the other, you need not be long with- 
out a Wife, if I was as ſtrong in Hand as you, I 
would be hang'd, if I did not get a Girl's Conſent 
to have me in two Hours. The other doubting 
the Premiſes; a Wager was immediately laid. 
Away he goes, and in a few Minutes, met with 
a bouncing country Laſs, with a Cream Pot in her 


Hand: He directly makes an Attack; the Gil | 
K 2 reſiſts 


* 
— 
22 — 7 


68 The Pleaſures of Marriage. 
reſiſts ſtoutly, and reſenting horridly her being ſtop'd 


in the Street by a Foot-Soldier. Child, ſays he, 
don't be offended ; my utter Averſion to lewd Wo 
men, induces me to ſeek the Acquaintance of a vir- 
tuous honeſt Girl; and that you are ſuch, your 
Looks and Behaviour ſufficiently prove. Pray, 
Sir, ſays the Girl, give yourſelf no farther Trou- 
ble; I am in no great haſte for a Huſband, eſpe- 


_ cially for one of your Cloth. I own, ſays he, my 


being a Soldier is no very great Recommendation; 
but that's owing to falſe Notions of us. Our 
Wives are the happieſt of Women. And tho? 
our Pay is not large, yet whatever the Country 
produces is ours, and as often as we want, we 
make Uſe of it, without the Trouble of aſking 
Queſtions. Thus Sorrow -is a Stranger to our 
Hearts, and all the frightful Apprehenſions of Po- 
verty are baniſhed. But as to my ſelf, ſays he, 
my Merit and Valour have rais'd me Friends, 
and they are endeavouring my Promotion ; ſo 
that with me, in a little Lime, you'll enjoy all 
that your Heart can deſire. In ſhort, Madam 
capitulates ; but deſires Time to conſider of it. 
Conſideration, ſays he, is the Ruin of every Thing ; 
for which Reaſon a Soldier abhors it. Now Child 
is your Time. Speak before that Cloud has paſ- 
{ed the Face of the Moon, or elſe for ever after 
hold your Tongue. In ſhort, before the Moon was 
clear the Girl ſurrenders. He gives her his Tobacco- 
Box for a Pledge, and ſhe, in Return, preſents him 
with one of her Garters, and tells him the Place 
of her Abode. They parted, ſhe for her Cream, 
and he to his Comrade; to whom he relates his 
Succeſs; with very great Encomiums upon the 
Beauty and Modeſty of his Miſtreſs, and finally 
produces the Garter. The Soldier being aſtoniſhed 
at what he heard, told his Companion that he 
ſhould be infinitely obliged to him, if he would 

| help 
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help him to juſt ſuch another. In troth, replies he, 
ive me but one Week's Pay, and you ſhall have 
; £4 : for as our Contract was made in the Dark, 
ſhe'll hardly be able to diſtinguiſh us afunder. 
They ſtruck up a Bargain directly. Next Morn- 
ing the enamour'd Soldier, taking the Garter with 
him, went to his Lady ; and after having repeated 
to her what paſſed over Night, ſhe immediately 
leaves her Service and marries him. And he prov'd 
as good as he promis'd ; for nine Months after ſhe 
was brought to Bed of a fine jolly Boy. 
Well, ſays Maſter e this is a moſt 
diverting Story indeed : 
has ſuch a happy Concluſion. I wiſh what I am 
about to relate had been ſo ſucceſsful. Will 
 Crotchet and Molly Mockit got intimately acquaint- 
ed, no-body knew how, and were both of them ex- 
tremely deſirous of taſting the Joys of Wedlock. 
Their Friends on both Sides being conſulted, were 
very well pleas'd with the Match; and accordingly 
Articles were drawn up, with a Penalty annexed to 
the Breach of em. Things being thus ſettled, they 
were next aſk'd in the Church, and the Marriage- 
Day was fix'd upon, all Parties ſeeming to ex- 


preſs the higheſt Satisfaction and Content. But all 
on a ſudden, the young Couple fell out to that 
* that they loaded one another with the 


moſt opprobrious Language imaginable, and diſ- 
ſolved themſelves from all Manner of Obligations 
whatever. The old Folks being acquainted with 
the ſudden Alteration, called our young Couple 
before em, in order to enquire into the Cauſe of 
it. Crotchet being examined, declared, he fore- 


ſaw that the Match would be unhappy ; for no- 


withſtanding her Diſguiſes, he had found her out 
to be a lazy, idle, naſty Slut ; that ſhe was noted 
for the greateſt Brawler in the Pariſh ; and that 
he had ſeen her more than once intoxicated with 

Liquor, 


t pleaſes me, becauſe it. 
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Liquor, among a parcel of Chair-women and 
Waſher-women : And therefore he deſir'd, that un- 
leſs they had a Mind to be his Ruin, they would 
not inſiſt upon his having her. | 
The young Woman, on her Part declar'd, tha 
he was a Drunkard, a Spendthrift and Gameſter, 
and that he was intimately acquainted with all 
the naſty Whores in the Pariſh, and that rather 
than be ty'd to ſuch a Beaſt of a Man, ſhe'd 
be hang'd out of the Way. The good Folks 
were, you may be ſure, very much ſhock'd at 
what they heard. However they deſir'd them to 
be eaſy, telling them that they might be both of 
them- miſtaken ; and that as it was poſlible, ſome 
envious People had rais'd theſe Reports to obſtruct 
their Happineſs ; and that if they were true, yet 
as Matrimony was generally a Cure for ſuch youth- 
ful Frolicks, they deſired them to fulfil their 
Promiſes. But all that they could do avail no- 
thing, and therefore by joint Conſent ther com- 
mitted the Writings to the Flames. IHA very 
| ſhort Time after, Crotchet married his Neighbour 


| Peg, who was fix Months gone with Child by a 
| Foot-Soldier. And Mally ty'd herſelf up to a 
Waterman, who after he had got her Belly up, 
enter'd himſelf on Board of a Man of War. 

Mr. Lack-wit, beginning to ſpeak, was pre- 
vented by the Opening of Mrs. Sweet-lips, who 
began thus: There was a Gentlewoman in our 
Neighbourhood, very remarkable for. bringing 
forth Twins; her Huſband was a mere Dwarf; 
little Birds you know, Ladies, have often very 
long "Fails. I had the Happineſs to be ſent for to 
her Labour. In a very little Time after .I had 
been in the Room, ſhe was delivered of two of 
the fineſt Babies that ever my Eyes bcheld. The 
Midwife, being willing to leave every thing ſafe, 
was buſying herſelf about the Woman, when 3 

| | 5 
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of a ſudden ſhe cries out, here] here l what are 
70u all about, why don't you attend? Here's ano- 
ther Child for you: And ſo there was indeed a love- 
ly Girl, with a Cawl over its pretty Face; it came 
crying into the World, with as much Strength, as 
a Child of a Year old. The good Woman begg'd 
and pray'd to leave none behind, for ſhe thought 
ſhe felt another ſtir: What now do you think of 
ſuch a Huſband as this? Well, a little Man for 
me; they have always a Bleſſing ſent em. 
What a valuable Prefent would it be to Poſte- 
rity, could a Collection be made of all the Stories 
that were related: But that is impoſſible, where 


there are ſuch a Mixture and Confuſion of Tongues, _ 


both of Men and Women. The different Lan- 
Tuages at Babel were almoſt as intelligible ; here's 
ane extending her Throat in a Horſe- language, by 
Way of Applauſe to her Neighbours; ſmutty Songs 
another is bellowing in praiſe of the Punch, where 
his next Neighbour, having got his Load, is ſno- 
ring in Concord, like the grunting of a Hog. 

Let the Batchelor no more glory in his whim- 
ſical Notions of Happineſs; and let the whole 
Race of Fumblers, look on, envy and deſpair. 
Now, what Pleaſures are hafſtening ! The People 
are up, and juſt ready to take their Leave; de- 
light ul Moment ! what Raptures muſt the good 
Man be in, while he is receiving the Compliments 
and Acknowledgments of his grateful Gueſts ! Not 
a Soul of 'em forgets to with him and his Spouſe 
much Happineſs, putting up alſo their Prayers, that 
Heaven may bleſs them, the next Year, with as 
fine a Daughter, as they have got a Son; to the 
End, that they may again be invited to repleniſh 
their Souls at his Coſt. Well, they are all gone 
ſtaggering Home; let us therefore wiſh them 


a good Night, 


2 . Now, 
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an End; prithee confeſs, don't you already begin 


| 8 with your Miſtreſs. And now, as youk 
tunities, to chear your Heart with a Glaſs of good 


may do it without the Fear of offending the 


Labour; and longer before you may meet with 


. ſuch a dainty-mouth'd Miſtreſs and liberal Maſter ; 


a Cellar, and grow lean upon a miſerable Diet at 
your own Expence. 2 


— 
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Now, O Father, as theſe Pleaſures are almoſt at 


to wiſh, that you may ſoon have another Oppor- 
tunity of repeating them over again ? 

Well Nur/e, you have now, I hope, reaped the 
joyful Fruit of all your Labour and Trouble ; and 
certainly no one ever deſerved it better : Your Ma- 
ſter has done his Part, in providing a grand Enter- 
tainment, and your Miſtreſs has not been wanting 
to invite a great Number of Goſſips to conſume it. 
Well, Heaven be praiſed, your Fatigue is at an 
End: If your big Expectations are not thoroughly 
anſwer'd, you muſt conſider that Trading is dead, 
by which Means Guineas and Crowns, are ſeldom | 
to be ſeen, and ſeldomer given away; you muff” 
therefore, the next Job, make a better Bargain fo 


ime is but ſhort, it behoves you at all Opppor- 
Wine ; it was bought to be drank : And now you 
Goſfips ; or, hurting your own Reputation: The 
more private you are the better, you'll drink 


never the leſs in public. Conſider alſo, that it may 
be a great while before you are .called to another 


*till when, you muſt be confin'd to a Garret, or 
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7 he:Child is coated; a Feaſt upon the 2 
very wonderful to be related. 


IT OW ſuperior are the Pleafures of married 
People, to thoſe enjoy'd by ſingle Perſons ! 
ſreſh Delights and Joys, are Day after Day open- 
ing and diſplaying themſelves to their raviſh'd 
Minds, that others are ignorant of. Such is, their 
Felicity, that the moſt exalted Deſcription, con- 
veys but a very imperfect and faint Idea to the unex- 
perienc'd Imagination: You have already. had a 
View of nine prime Pleaſures, attended with an 
infinite Numþer of ſubordinate ones, but the out 
Lines have only been exhibited ; what would they 
appear, if the Advantages of Light and Shade, 
were properly diſpos'd by a ſkilful Pencil! 

Happy are our young. Couple, that they have 
ſo wiſely conducted themſelves thro? ſuch Scenes of 
Pleaſure, as not to be overpower'd and. bewilder'd 
in the delightful Labyrinth. 

They have hardly digeſted the Delicacies of the 
Chriſt'ning, but other Joys are preſented to their 
View: 'The Child muſt now be coated, and as it is 
a Concern of vaſt Moment and Importance, it 
would be the utmoſt Stupidity to paſs it over un- 
commemorated. What therefore, is ſo well 
adapted to ſecure this Event from Oblivion, as an 
Entertainment: The former was for the Midwife 
and the Godfathers and Godmother, and a few 
others, but this muſt be more comprehenſive ; 
therefore you need not doubt, but theſe Vitttants 


L will 


74 The Pleaſures of Marriage. 
will be as delightful and entertaining in their Con- 
verſation as the former, and will be of infinite Ser- 
vice in helping to conſume the Liquors which the 
others left behind em; which no Queſtion are an 
unſpeakable Burthen to you. Don't think, that 
the Health of you. and your Family will be drank 
to, leſs frequently by theſe your Relations, than by 
thoſe who were only Friends and Acquaintance : 
Let not therefore ſuch gloomy Imaginations di- 
ſturb your Joys: Be but eaſy, and you'll ſoon ſee 
how handily they'll empty your Diſhes, and Bottles, 
But left their great Modeſty ſhou'd prevent em 
from being free; pour yourſelf out a Bumper, and 
make a Beginning with, Long Life to his ſacred 
Majeſty ; Succeſs to his Arms; Confuſjon to the 
French and Spaniards, Succeſs to Trade, or the like, 
and I'll warrant you, they'll follow you cloſe, and 
in return, your Ears will be charm'd with the 
repeated Sound of, to you, and your Spouſe's good 
Health; may Proſperity and Happineſs attend you both, 
and that you may be bleſſed nine Months hence, with 
a beautiful Girl to your jolly Bey, that we then may 
have another Opportunity to rejoyce in the Happi- 
_ neſs that attends ye. | 

While you and the Men are thus profitably 
employ'd, your Spouſe and the Women will be 
holding a grand Conſultation about the Furniture 
for the dear Infant, to the End that it may appear 
in all Reſpects conformable to the Circumſtances of 
its Papa: This muſt be ſettled to Day; becauſe 
to morrow ſhe goes to be Church'd, and in the 
Afternoon ſhe'll have Work enough to go amon 
the Mercers, to lay out your Money to the. deff 
Advantage. Arnd indeed a whole Day is full little 
for Madam to determine an Affair of ſuch Mo- 
ment in; ſhe can, with much more Eaſe lay out 
your Money, than come to a Determination in 
what to expend it. One while this Thing will 
| : | mighty 
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mighty well become the Child, but then again, 
ſhe thinks it too common, for ſhe has ſeen ſeveral 
Children htely with the ſame. Then, ſhe ſhould 
vaſtly like that, but then again, ſhe's afraid it will 
be too grave. Lord! Madam, ſays Mrs. Eye-all, 
did you never obſerve, your Neighbour's Child 
over the Way ? Why what of that, fays Madam? 
It is in the genteeleſt Dreſs that I ever ſaw : Well, 
and do you think that my Child is to be dreſt like 
theirs: No, Fd have you know, tis not come to 
that neither. The good Woman, however, at 
laſt determines that ſhe will pitch upon nothing in 
particular, till ſhe goes Abroad ; ſhe'll then, no 
doubt on't, ſee ſomething to her Mind. And as it 
is for her firſt Child, and God knows whether e- 

ver ſhe ſhall have any more, ſhe's reſolved not to 
ſpoil a Ship to ſpare a little Tar: Theſe Things 
you know, Madam, ſays ſhe, are not to buy e- 
very Day; and as the moſt ordinary Thing I can 
buy, wilt be the ſame Charge making up, I will 
therefore without any more Trouble, have the 
very beſt that I can lay my Hands on ; beſides, it 
will be much for my Huſband's Credit, and J 
know he'll be highly delighted to ſee his Boy, (for 
he's 2 fond of him) dreſſed up like a little 
Angel. | 

Rejoyce therefore, Father, that theſe Charges are 

at an End; and pleaſe yourſelf to think, that as your 
Child grows up, you will every Day have freſh 
Occaſion. to ſhew your Love to it by repeated In- 
ſtances of Liberality: Should you indulge the leaſt 
penurious Thought, you will at once eraſe from 
your Mind the Reliſh of paſt Pleaſures, and eclipſe 
thoſe that are juſt breaking in upon you. Rejoyce, 

alſo, that the Wife of your Boſom is not onl 
beautiful, but fruitful, by which your Name will 
be perpetuated to. Ages yet to come: And not only 
ſo, but that ſhe is ſolicitous to equip your little 
L 2 Darling 
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Darling in ſuch a Manner, as to be the Delight of 
every Eye, and the Joy of every Heart; the 
Credit of which, will in the End terminate upon 
yourſelf : While, therefore, your Spouſe is rumi- 
nating upon, and adjuſting theſe important Matters 
to Advantage, diſturb not her prudent Cogitations, 
with any Doubts, Scruples, or Objections; but give 
her all poſſible Aſſurances, that you are charm'd and 
delighted with her frugal and cautious Oeconomy ; 
and for the World, whatever you may think, ſuffer 
not the Words, Pride, Extravagance, E xpence, 
'or ſuch like, to fall from your Lips in her hearing, 
ſo ſhall your Joys be everlaſting, and your Plea- 

ſures know.no Bounds, | | | 

I know you are ready to reply, but pray ſpeak 
ſoftly, that Merchandizing and Trading are pro- 
digiouſly decay'd, that the War enhances the Price 
of Commodities; and, as a Conſequence of which, 
People are daily breaking in your Debt; that 
your Expences have been very great ſince you have 
been married, and the like. But, is not this look- 
ing on the wrong Side of the Picture; turn it there- 
fore, and behold what an Infinity of Pleaſure, Joy 
and Happineſs, ſurrounds you; ballance the Ac- 
count between em, and you will ſtill find Reaſon 
to be joyful. ---- But to comfort you, however, a 
little, for I am afraid you are vapouriſh ; to Mor- 
row or next Day, Nurſe is to be diſcharged, and 
ou'll then not only have one leſs in Family, but 
you'll be rid of a waſt: ful, guttling, fluitiſh, tittle- 

tattle, geſſiping Hujſey. : | 
Your Wet-rurſe, indeed, muſt be with you till 
the Child is wean'd ; but then you are vaſtly happy 
in her, for ſhe is very fond of the Boy, Beſides, 
both you and your Spouſe are freed from the ill 

Conveniencies of ſuch a troubleſome Bedfellow ; 
while others, who ſuckle their Children themſelves, 
are continually diſturb'd with the Squalling and 
| Roaring 
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Roaring of the turbulent Child. Nay, *tis often 
the Caſe that the Woman is ſickly and weak, and 
not able to- take the Child out and put it into the 
Cradle; ſo that the Huſband muſt be diſturb'd, if 
it be twenty Times a Night, to give his Wife all 
neceſſary Aſſiſtance. Here indeed, I think the 
Pleaſures of our Huſband are deficient; He only 
enjoys them in the ſuperlative Degree, who 1s very 
aſſiduous in rocking: the Cradle, warming the Pap, 
and feeding the Infant, dandling it in his Arms, 
and in making Uſe of all proper Methods to quiet 
it, that his poor Wife may enjoy the Pleaſures and 


Advantages of Reſt. But ſuch, a Man's Happi- 


neſs ſeldom ends here ; for after having been rock- 
ing the Cradle three Parts of the Night, the Child, 
inſtead of being appeas'd, grows ten Times croſſer, 
and roars and bawls to that Degree, that Father, 
Mother, Maid, and all in the Houſe, muſt get 
out of their Bed to quiet it : Nor, is this all their 
Pleaſure, for in a few Months more, ſome Teeth 
are ready to cut, and as this is attended with great 
Pain, it throws the poor Infant into a Fever, which 
ſets it a bawling and ſqualling ſo violently, that it's 
Parents can't get a wink of Sleep for a Week to- 
gether; but are every Night counting the Clock, 
and wiſhing with the utmoſt Impatience for the Ap- 
proach of Day. 

But let not ſuch as theſe repine at their Lot, if 
they intend to make any Advances in the inſtructive 
School of Patience; let 'em rather eſteem it a 
Happineſs, that they have thereby frequent Op- 
portunities of putting their Knowledge into Practice, 
which is the ready Way to, promote its Increaſe. 
How will their Trouble and Diligence be reward- 
ed, when the tender Infant ſhall make its gratefu] 
Returns with innocent Smiles, winning Glances, 
and lifping forth the chearing Sounds, Mam, Dad, 
Pat, and the like. But you, thro' the Afiſtance 

of 
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of your Nurſe, being free from moſt of the Trouble 
of the Infant, may poſſibly find Leiſure to accom- 
iſh the kind Wiſhes of your Goſſips, and your 
Vife may enter upon a new Reckoning. And 
what an unſpeakable Pleaſure will it be, when you 
are fully ſatisfied, that you are about to enter upon 
the fecond Edition, and, perhaps, with conſider- 
able Additions of Delight and Joy! Then will 
our Character as a Workman, be ſufficiently eſta- 
liſhed among the old Women, to your everlaſting 
Honour and Renown |! 
But, when you find that your Spouſe has happily 
eonceived, beware of Country Journeys, eſpecially 
on Horſeback, left the tender Fruit ſhould be 
blafted before it is fit for Mother Midnight to 
gather: But tis hop'd, that former Experience has 
impreſs d theſe Things with proper Force upon 
your Memory. | | 
But in the mean Time, turn your Eyes to the 
Center of all your Joys: See your beautiful, ſmiling 
Infant, adorn'd in all the Elegancies of the moft 
luxurious Fancy. See how tenderly your Spouſe 
views him, and embraces him by Turns ; then 
_ views him round, and kiſſes him again. Charm- 


. 


ing ne ! 
25 ell, I think it's high Time that your Spouſe 
| ſhould begin to return her Viſits, that they may all 

fee and applaud her Taſte, the Child's Beauty, 
and your Manhood. She has a World of Buſineſs 
upon her Hands, to be ſure ! Twill take up a 
Month at leaſt : My Heart begins to ache, for the 
Nurfe and the Maid, who muſt attend her to carry 
the Child, for he's really very heavy; I'll warrant 
they'll wiſh both Child and Mother too at the Devil, 

before all the Viſits are paid. But I am moſt of all 
concern'd, on Account of the Maid ; poor Crea- 
ture, ſhe'll be tir'd to Death when the Child's 

wean'd, and the Nurſe is diſcharg'd : Her whole 
| Employment, 
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Employment, when ſhe has done her other Buſi- 
neſs, will be rocking, dancing, dreſſing, and 
carrying him Abroad. She Il be ty'd to the Child, 
like a Bear to a Stake, and never be ſuffer' d to go 
Abroad as uſual among her Relations and Ac- 
quaintance. | | 

Let not happy Father, the gadding Abroad of 
your Spouſe, give you the leaſt unealy Senſation 
for, if you have any Taſte, you'll diſcern that this 
alſo is a Pleaſure inſeparable from a married State. 
The IIl-conveniencies that attend her Abſence, 
don't deſerve the leaſt Notice or Regard ; for if 
Affairs ſhould be neglected at Home, you may 
eaſily call to your Aſſiſtance, a Sempſtreſs, and a 
Chairwoman or two, and every Deficiency will 
ſoon be ſupply'd: To this you are no Stranger : 
Conſider alſo, to your unſpeakable Comfort, that 
there's an abſolute Neceſſity for the Child to be re- 
moy'd from Place to Place, in order to preſerve 
and promote his Health. To fit upon its Breech, 
every good Woman can tell you, will ſoon bris 
upon it the Rickets, and other no leſs terrible Diſ- 
orders; and then, the pretty Creature is ruined 
for ever. Not only this, but it's being conſtantly 
taken Abroad, will inure it to Company, and by 


Degrees it will thereby be taught to eat any Thing, 


that is given it; and to diſtinguiſh in an Inſtant 
Malt-liquor, from Wine or Brandy. And are not 
thoſe moſt noble Accompliſhments in a Child? And 
you'll hereafter have the Happineſs to ſee, that all 
your Endeavours to correct thoſe pretty Habits are 
entirely uſeleſs; but, what have we to do with 
Futurity : Care is the Parent of Grey-Hairs ? 
Beſides all the above Advantages of taking the 
Poor little Creature Abroad, it may not be one of 
the leaſt, if it ſhould happen to catch the Small- 
Pox ; becauſe then you will have the Pleaſure of 
your Wife's Company at Home, as well as the Sa- 
tisfaction 
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tisfaction of a Nurſe to attend it in all its Illneſs ; 
all which will be conſiderably augmented by the 
ſmall Expence of a Doctor and Apothecary, and 
the terrifying ene of Ni n of the 
Beauty of the Child. 
If your Spouſe ſhould now be again with Child, 

hs muſt, in order to diverſify your Pleaſures, be- 
ieve it is a Girl: And herein you may indulge 
your Fancy without Bounds. You muſt repreſent 
her to your Mind, poſleſs'd outwardly of all that's 
tender, ſoft, and charming; and inwardly, of the 
higheſt Degree of Docility, Wit and lodefty : 
How will you be raviſhed to ſee the little Miſs, 
neatly dreſſed,” with her Work and her Book going 
to School without Reluctancy ! And what will be 
your Pleaſure, when' from Time to Time, ſhe 
comes between your Knees, and ſmilingly gives 
ou an Account of the Progreſs ſhe makes in her 
g! | But, ſtop not here: A few Years 
more, and ſhe becomes the Wonder and Admira- 
tion of all around her, for her exquiſite Skill in every 
Accompliſhment that adorns that tender Sex. 
How fluent and elegant does the ſpeak the French 
Tongue; but when ſhe ſings, or gives you a Spe- 
cimen of her Skill, on the Spinnet or Harpficord, 
you are raviſhed. Add to theſe, an eaſy agreeable 
Air in dancing, and an exquiſite Taſte and Deli- 
cacy in Dreſs ; and all theſe, and many more attend- 
ed with unaffected Modeſty ; what Wonder is it, 
if all the young Ladies in the Neighbourhood, are 
ambitious” to rank themſelves among the Number 


of your Daughter's Aflociates ? With theſe Hel ps, 
| ſhe will ſoon be inſtructed to reliſh the Pleaſures 


that flow from Alteration of Faſhions ; will imbibe 
the higheſt Veneration and Eſteem tor the richeſt 
Damaſks and Brocades; and will harnbly adore a 
Suit of Pinners, Handherchicf and Ruffies, if they 


-Are of the neweſt Mode, and molt coltly Bruſſels. 


Lace. 


The Pleaſures of Marriage, 81 
Lace. Theſe valuable Accompliſhments, you will 
have the Pleaſure to ſee ſucceeded by others, of no 
leſs Importance to the Dignity, Honour and Pro- 
ſperity of your Family. Receiving and returning 
of Viſits, from Houſe to Houſe, with all the 
Ceremony of well-bred Ladies ; ve pan, ney 
Play-houſe, Opera, Maſquerades, and all other Kind 
of publick Diverſions ; you, O happieft of Mor- 
tals, will find to be the Reſult of your Daughter's 
docile and tractable Diſpoſition. But the Joy you 
take in her fine Accompliſhments, would be de- 
fective, if they only ſerv'd to make her the De- 
light, Wonder, or Envy of her own Sex : She 
begins therefore to feel an unaccountable Propenſi- 
77 towards eſtabliſhing an innocent Correſpon- 
dence with ſome of the other. To effect which, 
ſhe dreſſes and walks Abroad more frequently, and 
with the utmoſt Art ſhe's Miſtreſs of, is inceſſantly 
endeavouring to captivate ſome Youth or other, 
with the ſuperior Charms of her Innocence 
and Beauty. And, as ſhe has thus made the 
Signal, ſhe's ſoon attended with Crowds of Ad- 
mirers, each endeavouring to exceed the other in 
Demonſtrations of the moſt durable and inviolable 
Affection. But while ſhe is thus endeavouring 
to lay the Snare for others, ſhe is at laſt entangled 
in it herſelf : She feels it; and, for want of Expe- 
rience, ſhe ſoon diſcovers it to the pleaſing Object 
of her Wiſhes. He fans the Flame, and in 
an unguarded Moment, not only deprives her of 
her Chaſtity and Virtue, but begets upon her his 
Image, to grace and adorn your Family. Now 
are your Joys at the higheſt Pitch imaginable! _ 
; . have therefore, O happy Pair, been en- 
circled round with ſuch an Infinity of raviſhing 
Pleaſures. and Delights ; let your future Time be 

M employ'd 
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employ'd in ruminating upon the pleaſing Ideas: 
But bury them not there; deſcribe to all about you, 
without Reſerve, your bliſsful State; ſo will many 
others, enchanted with the Relation, follow your 


Steps and join the happy Throng. | 
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CONCLUSION 


K 3 H US, dear Couſin, I have exhibited to your 


View ſome of the firſt Scenes of the bliſsful 
State of Matrimony; are they not delightful? And 
do you not long to ſee the laſt Act? But, however, 
be not impatient, for Marriage may not unfitly be 
compar'd to a Tragi- Comedy, where the Beginning 
promiſes nothing but Joy and Felicity, which 
nevertheleſs is often interſpers'd with a Number of 
diſagreeable Incidents before the Concluſion. © 
Conſider alfo, that the Proſpect J here ſend you, 
is taken from a Point of Sight extreamly advanta- 
geous; the married Pair themſelves are neither ex- 
treamly great or very mean, but of the midlin 
Rank of People, (who certainly have the largeſt 
Portion of earthly Felicity) their Fortunes and 
Ages are ſuppos'd to be equal, their Tempers a- 
greeable in themſelves, and conformable to each 
other, their Love reciprocal and tender, together 
with an Uniformity in their Diſpoſitions ; to which 
may. be added, that hitherto Fortune has been pro- 
pitious to all their Wiſhes, | 
2 Poſſibly 


— 
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Poſſibly the View of the Contraſt might not be 
quite ſo agreeable ; ſuppoſe Age united with Youth, 
or my Lord wedded to his Chambermaid, or the 
Dutcheſs with her Footman, what Harmony might 
be there expected ? But let us imagine Equality in 
Age, Birth and Fortune, can nothing elſe imbitter 
all their Joy ? What ſhall we ſay to unaccountable 
Coldneſs on one Side, and Jealouſy on the other, the 
Huſband refractory, the Wife ſtubborn, the one 2 
Gameſter or Rake, the other perhaps both. For 
there are ſome Satyriſts fond enough to accuſe the 
Fair Sex, in theſe polite Times, of imitating all the 
modiſh Vices of the other. But let who will give 
them Credit, you and I will remain Infidels in ſo de- 
licate a Point. As for you, it is enough that the 
beautiful Creature you adore is without Spot or 
Blemiſh, poſſeſſes an Aſſemblage of all the Vertues, 
and ſuch Charms as can never fade; is ſo affable and 
agreeable, who can behold her without Tranſport ? 
Then her Temper is ſo excellent and uniform, who 
ever ſaw it diſcompos'd ? No Perſon certainly ; 
have not you been as vigilant as a Spy, and yet could 
never make any Diſcovery of her Imperfections; 
how could ſhe conceal them from you? Impoflible ! 
Have not you attended her like her Shadow? 
Could ſhe be continually on her Guard, and always 
elude your Inquiſition? No, no, ſhe is doubtleſs 
a Compendium of all Perfections! And who can 
queſtion your Happineſs, when you are united to 
the dear Charmer ! O the extatick Moment that 
gives you all you wiſh ! All that Earth can yield to 
make your | 2 immenſe. Years, Months and 
Days will then ſo ſwift and ſmoothly glide along, 
they will ſeem but Moments heretofore ; and all 
gow future Time revolve in a Circle of Delight. 

ear Couſin, if this is the Caſe, no Wonder you 


ſhould 
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ſhould: be eager to enter ſuch a Paradiſe] Mie 
true, there was a Serpent in that of old, and Eve 
could liſten to his Tale, but what of that? Women 
now are wiſer. Well, ſhall IJ hear what you re- 
ſolve in this momentous Affair? But howſoever it 
be, reſt aſſur'd your Determination will not in the 
leaſt Uiminiſh my Affection, which ſo far reſem- 
bles e Pleaſures of Marriage, as only with Life 
to admit | | 3 ” 
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